Name______________________ Hour_____
What Do Muslims Believe? Part I
Directions: After reading the material for Day 1, answer each of the following questions in complete sentences with attention to detail.  Many of these questions can not be answered by looking in a single area of the book and therefore you will benefit by reading the assigned pages first and then going back and using the text as a tool All of these questions and activities will help you develop a working knowledge of Islam and will benefit you for the final assessment at the end of next week.
This vast diversity and intractable complexity exists within a 
T4:

   framework of overarching unity. Most Muslims share common 
beliefs and ritual practices that were established at the beginning of 
Islam. So, let us begin at the beginning.  (Excerpt from pp. 11)
Vocabulary needed for Day I (some may be in the glossary; others will have to be sought out):

Shahada
Sunni (detail is important)
Shia/Shiite (detail is important)
Sufi
Imam
1. On page one Sardar states that the answer to “what does it mean to be Muslim?” is both a simple and a complex answer. In your own words, why is this true?

2. What is a prophet and why is Muhammad considered special to people of Islamic faith?
3. While the word “Islam” is derived from the word “peace” and means submission, Sardar says that submission is not an act of blind faith.  Actually, he says that the religion of Islam is open to critical interrogation. Do you think that it is good for a religion to be open to scrutiny? Can you think of times where religions have not reacted well to critical interrogation?  
4. We have learned about many belief systems and religions that either believe that humans are born with a naturally inclination to do good or evil.  What does Islam say about this matter? How does the idea of “free will” figure into this discussion? 
5. Most religions are very regulatory about their doctrine.  Orthodox Islam has never had a “church” or a synod to handle such issues.  Why do you feel this is helpful or hurtful to the adherents of Islam?

6. What regional variations of Islamic cultural/political/social practices are mentioned?

7. What reasons are given for the decline of Muslim civilization around the 16th century?

8. What are the reform movements currently at work in the Islamic World? What are the goals of each of these movements?

9. Ongoing questions:



a. What did you read that you already knew about Islam?



b. What did you read that you didn’t know or were surprised to learn about Islam?



c. What strikes you as similar or different about Islam and other religions?



d. What facts have you learned about Islam?



e. All books are written with a bias/tone.  Neither bias nor tone is necessarily a bad 


thing, but they are matters to be aware of as you read any source. Sardar is a Muslim 

writing about Islam. What instances of bias/tone have you 
perceived as you have 


read this book?
A kind word and forgiveness is better than a charitable 

deed followed by hurtful words (2:263)
Name______________________ Hour_____
What Do Muslims Believe? Part II
Directions: After reading the material for Day 2, answer each of the following questions in complete sentences with attention to detail.  Many of these questions can not be answered by looking in a single area of the book and therefore you will benefit by reading the assigned pages first and then going back and using the text as a tool All of these questions and activities will help you develop a working knowledge of Islam and will benefit you for the final assessment at the end of next week.

Muhammad now accepted his role as a prophet. He started asking 
Meccans to abandon idolatry, to give up the worship of pagan gods,
 and to accept one omnipotent God a creator. (Excerpt from pp. 17)
Vocabulary needed for Day II (some may be in the glossary; others will have to be sought out):

Seerah




Mosque



Yathrib/Medina
Gabriel




Caliph



Qibla
Ka’bah




Quraysh


Ramadan
Khadijah



The Night Journey

Zakat
Mecca




Hijra



Hajj
1. If Islam doesn’t claim to be a new religion, by what relationships does it link itself to other religions?
2. In your own words, who was the Prophet Muhammad? 

3. What was the nature of culture, politics and society in pre-Islamic Arabia? Important CCOT topic!!!
4. How did Waraqa explain Muhammad’s first revelation and how might his background have influenced his understanding of what Muhammad experienced?  

5. How did The Prophet begin to recruit converts to Islam?
6. How did the Quraysh react to the new teachings of Muhammad? What were his early successes? Frustrations?
7. Why was Jafaar in a position to give a defense to King Negus?  What are the main points of his defense?
8. What was the nature of The Night Journey? Do you think this was a physical journey or a mystical experience?
9. Why did Muhammad have to migrate to Yathrib and how did the inhabitants of that city react to his presence?

10. From pp. 30: “Some people believe that Muhammad was prone to violence… In fact, during the sixty-three years of his life the Prophet spent less than a couple of months fighting.”  Describe the events at Badr, Uhad and the “Battle of the Ditch” and what Muhammad’s involvement was.

11. The other accusation of “Western writers” that Sardar brings up is in the area of polygamy.  Being conscience of our own ethnocentricity, describe the nature of Muhammad’s marriages.

12. In your own words, summarize Muhammad’s farewell address. How did the Islamic community react to his death?

13. The first four caliphs were Abu Bakr, Umar, Othman and Ali. Prepare a short fact sheet for each Caliph. Which could be considered the expansionist? The controversial? The uniter?  The administrator?
14. The Kharajites were a breakaway sect that, among other things, disputed the succession of the caliphs. Many feel that they are an extremist group. Why do you feel that this is or isn’t accurate? What was position did the Kharajites hold that Sardar feel is quite sensible?

15. Ongoing questions:



a. What did you read that you already knew about Islam?



b. What did you read that you didn’t know or were surprised to learn about Islam?



c. What strikes you as similar or different about Islam and other religions?



d. What facts have you learned about Islam?



e. All books are written with a bias/tone.  Neither bias nor tone is necessarily a bad 


thing, but they are matters to be aware of as you read any source. Sardar is a Muslim 

writing about Islam. What instances of bias/tone have you 
perceived as you have 


read this book?

The formative history of Islam is not without its warts.  But it does 
tell us how the Prophet himself and his closest companions lived 

and their lives.  It is these lives which are a constant source of inspiration

 for Muslims.  By learning from and following these personal, human examples,

 Muslims try to give practical shape to what they believe. (Excerpt from pp. 40)
Name______________________ Hour_____
What Do Muslims Believe? Part III
Directions: After reading the material for Day 3, answer each of the following questions in complete sentences with attention to detail.  Many of these questions can not be answered by looking in a single area of the book and therefore you will benefit by reading the assigned pages first and then going back and using the text as a tool All of these questions and activities will help you develop a working knowledge of Islam and will benefit you for the final assessment at the end of next week.

Ibn Jabal replied he would judge on the basis of the Sunnah. The Prophet asked him again: “Assuming that you do not find it in both the Qur’an and the Sunnah, on what basis would you judge?” “Then”, Ibn Jabal replied, “I would judge on the basis of my own independent reasoning.” The Prophet is said to have been very happy with the reply.  (Excerpt from pp. 56)
Vocabulary needed for Day III (some may be in the glossary; others will have to be sought out):

Din




Hadith



 

Five Pillars



Shariah



 

Six Articles of Faith


Imam



 

Qur’an




 

 
Sunanh




 



 
1. Why do you feel that Muslims believe that “the associating of gods” is the ultimate sin?

2. What are the Five Pillars and how is each carried out?

3. Please explain which of the six articles of faith you feel is the most interesting.

4. On page 44 under the subtitle “Books of God”, Sardar states that the writings of Judaism and Christianity have been corrupted. Why is this? Does this mean that Muslims stop respecting these faiths?
5. Explain the concept of heaven and hell in the Islamic faith.
6. What do you find unique or fascinating about Sardar’s explanation of the Qur’an?

7. pp. 49: Sardar explains that a common practice of Muslim’s is to take individual verses from the Qur’an out of context in order to justify a point.  Why is it dangerous to use any passage from a religion’s scripture out of context? Have you ever been involved in a conversation/ argument where others have used information out of context to prove their point?
8. What is the Sunnah and how is it different from the Hadith? 
9. Ms. Sutton and I were having a discussion about the History Channel series “Books Banned from the Bible” in class today. She asked me why some writings had been left out. My response was that personal preference and perceived authenticity had a lot to do with why some writings were included and others were left out.  On page 51 Sardar mentions that “an entire science has evolved out of the project to collect, shift (sic) through, edit and compile authentic hadith.” I believe this pertains directly to the conversation that I was having with Marysa.  Please explain the process that people conducted in order to compile authentic hadith? Does this shed light on the conversation as to why some writings are included and excluded from a religion’s scripture? (Whew! That took a while)
10. The Shariah or Islamic law is the final topic mentioned in chapter four. Sardar states that “Ironically, what was originally devised (the Shariah) to fight tyranny has become a source of tyranny itself.” How and why has the Shariah changed in its application through out history?
11. Why do you think that Sardar adds the short, one-sentence paragraph at the end of page 58?
12. Ongoing questions:



a. What did you read that you already knew about Islam?



b. What did you read that you didn’t know or were surprised to learn about Islam?



c. What strikes you as similar or different about Islam and other religions?



d. What facts have you learned about Islam?



e. All books are written with a bias/tone.  Neither bias nor tone is necessarily a bad 


thing, but they are matters to be aware of as you read any source. Sardar is a Muslim 

writing about Islam. What instances of bias/tone have you 
perceived as you have 


read this book?

Name______________________ Hour_____
What Do Muslims Believe? Part IV
Directions: After reading the material for Day 4, answer each of the following questions in complete sentences with attention to detail.  Many of these questions can not be answered by looking in a single area of the book and therefore you will benefit by reading the assigned pages first and then going back and using the text as a tool All of these questions and activities will help you develop a working knowledge of Islam and will benefit you for the final assessment at the end of next week.

“O God, if I worship you for the fear of hell, burn me in hell. If I worship you in 

hope of paradise, exclude me from paradise. But if I worship you for 

your own sake, grudge me not Your everlasting Beauty.”  (Excerpt from pp. 62)
Vocabulary needed for Day IV (some may be in the glossary; others will have to be sought out):

Shia




Radical Fundamentalism



 

Ayatollah



Wahhabis
Fatwa




 “Islamic movement”
Sufi




 

 


 

 
1. In your own words, please describe why there is a split between the majority Sunni Muslims and the minority Shia Muslims.

2. What is a “Twelver Shia” and are their other Shia sects besides this one?

3. Why are Sufis described as mystical?

4. The book states that Rabia al-Basri is credited with the notion of “unconditional love”.  Why is the excerpt at the top of this page an example that notion?

5. In your own words, what is the purpose of Sufi life that that serperates it from Sunnis and Shiites? 
6. Under the subtitle, “Puritans and Reformers” the term bida is mentioned.  Does the author see a problem with people that see innovation “not just as bad, but as something that is forbidden”?  
7. What is the over-arching goal of the Wahhabi brand of Islam and other reformists?

8. What are your feelings about the following excerpt? 
“But the puritans and followers of “Islamic Movement” are a diminishing minority.  

Most Muslims believe that Islam is an open system, that pluralism and diversity are 

intrinsic to Islam, that Islam is the “Middle path” which shuns all kinds of 

fanaticism and extremism. This is the silent, moderate majority.” (excerpt from pp. 65)
9. Ongoing questions:



a. What did you read that you already knew about Islam?



b. What did you read that you didn’t know or were surprised to learn about Islam?



c. What strikes you as similar or different about Islam and other religions?



d. What facts have you learned about Islam?



e. All books are written with a bias/tone.  Neither bias nor tone is necessarily a bad 


thing, but they are matters to be aware of as you read any source. Sardar is a Muslim 

writing about Islam. What instances of bias/tone have you 
perceived as you have 


read this book?

Name______________________ Hour_____
What Do Muslims Believe? Part V*
Directions: After reading the material for Day 5, answer each of the following questions in complete sentences with attention to detail.  Many of these questions can not be answered by looking in a single area of the book and therefore you will benefit by reading the assigned pages first and then going back and using the text as a tool All of these questions and activities will help you develop a working knowledge of Islam and will benefit you for the final assessment at the end of next week.
“Doing justice is charity; and assisting a man upon his beast and lifting 

his baggage is charity; And pure, comforting words are charity; and answering

a questioner with mildness, Is charity, and removing that which is an 

inconvenience to wayfarers, such as thorns and stones is charity”. (Excerpt from the Hadith)
Vocabulary needed for Day V (some may be in the glossary; others will have to be sought out):

The Five Pillars







 




 

 


 

 
1. What do you find interesting or the important aspects concerning each of the Five Pillars?

a. Declaration of Faith (Shahada)

b. Prayer (Salah)

c. Fasting during Ramadan

d. Almsgiving (Zakat)
e. Pilgrimage (Hajj)

2. Go online and locate description/map/pictures detailing the Hajj. If possible, bring this to class for discussion.
3. How do The West and some Muslims distort or misunderstand the meaning of Jihad?

4. Why has “covering” or veiling become so a contentious and debatable topic in the Islamic World? Is the veil a religious issue, a cultural issue or both?

5. Ongoing questions:



a. What did you read that you already knew about Islam?



b. What did you read that you didn’t know or were surprised to learn about Islam?



c. What strikes you as similar or different about Islam and other religions?



d. What facts have you learned about Islam?



e. All books are written with a bias/tone.  Neither bias nor tone is necessarily a bad 


thing, but they are matters to be aware of as you read any source. Sardar is a Muslim 

writing about Islam. What instances of bias/tone have you 
perceived as you have 


read this book?

* It is not necessary to read the subsection entitled “Halal and Haram”.
Name______________________ Hour_____
What Do Muslims Believe? Part VI*
Directions: After reading the material for Day 6, answer each of the following questions in complete sentences with attention to detail.  Many of these questions can not be answered by looking in a single area of the book and therefore you will benefit by reading the assigned pages first and then going back and using the text as a tool All of these questions and activities will help you develop a working knowledge of Islam and will benefit you for the final assessment at the end of next week.

“O God, if I worship you for the fear of hell, burn me in hell. If I worship you in 

hope of paradise, exclude me from paradise. But if I worship you for 

your own sake, grudge me not Your everlasting Beauty.”  (Excerpt from pp. 62)
Vocabulary needed for Day VI (some may be in the glossary; others will have to be sought out):

Mutazilites

Asharites



 

 


 

 
1. You have already read the textbook and have heard the lecture on the Umayyad and Abassid Empires.  Is there anything that the required section discusses that you feel strengthen your understanding of these periods?
2. What noteworthy advances were made during the Abassad’s Islamic Flowering of Learning/golden age?  Which of these advances have influenced the modern age? 
3. The AP test regularly makes mention of Ibn Battuta.  Why do you feel he was such an important figure?

4. Now that you have learned about the incredible centers of learning during post-classical Islamic society, do you feel that The West has dismissed or ignores how the Muslim World has enhanced the arts and sciences? If so, why?
5. Ongoing questions:



a. What did you read that you already knew about Islam?



b. What did you read that you didn’t know or were surprised to learn about Islam?



c. What strikes you as similar or different about Islam and other religions?



d. What facts have you learned about Islam?



e. All books are written with a bias/tone.  Neither bias nor tone is necessarily a bad 


thing, but they are matters to be aware of as you read any source. Sardar is a Muslim 

writing about Islam. What instances of bias/tone have you 
perceived as you have 


read this book?

* You only need to read the subsection How Islam Has Been Applied in History
Day 1: pp. 1-11  Day 2: pp. 12-40  Day 3: pp. 41-58  Day 4: 59-65  Day 5: pp. 66-79  Day 6: pp. 83-95

