Content Review By Period

Periods 1 and 2: Early Civilization and the Classical Era, c. 8,000 B.C.E.-c. 600 C.E.
· Nomads: Follow the food

· Settling Down: The Neolithic Revolution

· The Big, Early Civilizations: The Rivers Deliver

· Early Mesoamerica and Andean South America: For Every Rule There’s an Exception

· The Classical Civilizations: China, India, the Mediterranean

· Late Classical Period: Empires Collapse, and People on the Move

· Pay close attention to major belief systems, technological innovations, changes and continuities

Period 3: Post-Classical World, c. 600 C.E.-c. 1450

· The Rise of Islam

· Developments in Europe and the Byzantine Empire

· Developments in Asia (especially Sui-Tang-Song and Sinification)

· The Rise and Fall of the Mongols

· Developments in Africa

· Developments in the Americas

· Trade Networks and Cultural Diffusion

· Expansion of Religion and Empire: Culture Clash

· Other Reasons People Were on the Move

· Technological innovations, changes and continuities…

Period 4: The Early Modern Era, c. 1450-1750

· Revolutions in European Thought and Expression

· Renaissance: Classical Civilization Part II

· The Protestant Reformation: Streamlining Salvation

· The Scientific Revolution: Prove It or Lose It

· The Enlightenment: Out of Darkness, Into the Light

· European Exploration and Expansion: Empires of the Wind

· Developments in Specific Countries and Empires

· European Rivals

· Russia Out of Isolation

· Islamic Gunpowder Empires: Ottoman, Safavid, and Mughal

· Africa

· Isolated Asia

·  Technological innovations, changes and continuities…

Period 5: The Industrial Era, 1750-1914

· Industry and Imperialism

· The Industrial Revolution

· European Imperialism in India, China, and Africa

· Japanese Imperialism

· Political Developments in the Americas and Europe

· Two Revolutions: American and French

· Independence Movements in Latin America

· Two Unifications: Italy and Germany

· Other Political Developments

· Technology and Intellectual developments, changes and continuities…

Period 6: The Modern Era, 1914-Present
· World War I era
· Inter-war Years (Roaring ‘20s and Great Depression)
· World War II era

· Communism and the Cold War

· Independence Movements and Developments in Asia and Africa

· Globalization and the World Since 1980

Technological, cultural—every kind of innovation—changes and continuities…

· Foundations, River Valley Civilizations, and Classical Era: 8,000 B.C.E.-600 C.E.
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Major Questions

1. What are the basic characteristics of the three types of societies: hunter-gathers (foragers), pastoralists, and civilization?

2. What role did the environment play in the development of human society? How did the development of human society affect the environment and technological change?

3. What are the basic features (culture, state, and social structure) of the following early civilizations: Mesopotamia, Egypt, Indus Valley, Shang China, Mesoamerica, Andean South America?

4. What are the basic characteristics of the major classical empires (China, India, and the Mediterranean)? Focus on political developments, social and gender structures, major trading patterns, and cultural developments.

5. Basic features and locations of the following major world belief systems: polytheisms, Hinduism, Judaism, Confucianism, Daoism, Buddhism, Christianity

6. What were the causes for the decline of Han China, the western Roman Empire, and Gupta India?

7. What was the impact of the movement of the following peoples: Huns and Germans?

8. Explain the exchange of goods and ideas on the Silk Roads. How did the Silk Roads facilitate the spread of religions?

9. Compare the role of women in the following belief systems: Hinduism, Buddhism, Confucianism, and Christianity.

10.  Why was the collapse of empire more severe in western Europe than it was in the eastern Mediterranean or in China? 
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Questions for Unit II: 

1. What are the basic beliefs of Islam?

2. What motivations led Islam to transform itself from a nomadic society to a global

civilization? In what sense was it a global civilization by 850?

3. What were the major characteristics of the Abbasid Caliphate?

4. How did the position of women in Islamic society change from Muhammad to the Abbasid Empire?

5. What was Islam’s attitude towards slavery?

6. To what extent was Islam successful in converting India to Islam? Southeast Asia? Sub-Saharan Africa?

7. What were the major characteristics of the Sudanic states, Great Zimbabwe, and the Swahili city-states? What impact did Islam have upon them?

8. What were the major characteristics of the Byzantine Empire?

9. What events led to the creation of the Orthodox Church in 1054?

10. What accounts for the decline of the Byzantine Empire?

11. How did the Byzantine Empire influence Russia?

12. Explain manorialism and feudalism.

13. What was the role of the Catholic Church during the Middle Ages?

14. What was the role of women during the Middle Ages?

15. What were the causes for the Crusades? What was the impact of the Crusades on Europe?

16. What were signs of economic and cultural revival in Western Europe after 1000?

17. What were the basic characteristics of the Olmec, Maya, Aztec, and Inca? Compare the Aztec and Inca.

18. What were basic characteristics of the Tang and Song dynasties? How did they change from the Han dynasty?

19. Discuss the status of women during the Tang-Song era.

20. What innovations were made during the Tang-Song era?

21. What was Neo-Confucianism? How did it change the political and social nature of China?

22. Describe Japan during the Heian era.

23. Compare and contrast Japanese feudalism with European feudalism.

24. Compare and contrast the degree of Sinification in Japan, Korea, and Vietnam.

25. How was Genghis (Chinggis) Khan able to build one of history’s largest empires?

26. What was the impact of the Mongol conquest of Russia? Islamic heartland? China?

27. What were the positive impacts of the Mongol conquests? Negative impacts?

1450-1750
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Major Questions

1. What were the basic characteristics of the Renaissance, Protestant Reformation, Scientific Revolution, Commercial Revolution, and the Enlightenment? How did these events change Europe?

2. What are the basic aspects of absolute monarchy? How and why did England differ?

3. Describe the changes in the social structure of Western Europe. Consider the changes in social classes, gender roles, etc.

4. What motivations led to European exploration in the 15th and 16th centuries? What effect did it have on world trade?

5. What factors facilitated the Spanish conquest of the New World?

6. Compare the Spanish and Portuguese colonial empires to the French and British colonial empires. What accounts for these differences?

7. Explain the Columbian Exchange and Triangle Trade. What were their effects on the Old World? the New World?

8. Identify Spanish political, economic, and social policies in New Spain. Compare Spanish policies to the political, economic, and social policies of British North America.

9. Identify and explain the different coercive labor systems used in the Americas.

10. Explain the events leading to the rise of Russia after Mongol occupation.

11. What were the political, economic, social, and cultural policies of Peter the Great and

Catherine the Great?

12. Compare the characteristics of the Ottoman and Mughal empires.

13. What were the basic characteristics of African slave trade kingdoms? 

14. What factors facilitated the expansion of African slave trade? What was the demographic impact of the slave trade on Africa?

15. What were the African contributions to culture in the Americas?

16. How did the arrival of Europeans alter the Asian sea trading network?

17. Explain the Dutch policy towards trade in the Indian Ocean. How did it differ from

Portuguese policy?

18. Identify the political, economic, social, and cultural policies of Ming China and Tokugawa Japan.

19. Explain the policies used by China and Japan to regulate contact with the Europeans.
AP REVIEW: 1750-1914
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AP REVIEW: 1750-1914

Major Questions

1. Compare causes, characteristics and outcomes of the  American, French, and Haitian Revolution.

2. What events facilitated Latin American independence movements? What problems did LatinAmerican states face after independence?

3. What were the causes of the Industrial Revolution in England?

4. What were the effects of the Industrial Revolution? What political and social reforms

occurred due to the effects of industrialization?

5. Explain the changing nature of European politics during the 19th century.

6. How did industrial era imperialism differ from pre-industrial imperialism? What

advancements led to the “high point” of imperialism after 1870?

7. How did imperialism affect the colonized peoples? Consider social and cultural changes.  How did natives attempt to resist colonial occupation?

8. Summarize U.S. imperialism in the 19th century. What led the U.S. to build an empire in the 19th century?

9. Explain the United States’ relationship with Latin America during the 19th century.

10. Trace the political and economic development of Mexico and Argentina in the 19th century.  Were there any major social changes?

11. What problems faced the Qing dynasty at the beginning of the 19th century? How did the Opium War, Taiping Rebellion, and the Boxer Rebellion lead to the decline of imperial China?

12. What problems faced the Ottoman Empire at the beginning of the 19th century? How did the Tanzimat Reforms attempt to solve these problems? What factions within Ottoman society resisted reforms?

13. How did Muhammad Ali and his successors attempt to modernize Egypt? What problems did modernization create?

14. Identify the economic and social reforms of Russia during the 19th century. Why was

Russian modernization not a complete success? 

15. What was the Meiji Restoration? How did it change Japan?

16. Compare the origins and effects of industrialization in Europe, Russia, and Japan.

17. How did attempts at modernization affect the social structure of Russia and Japan?

1914-Present Unit Study Guide
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Review Questions 1914 to present

1. Compare the causes, characteristics, and outcomes of the  Chinese, Mexican, and Russian Revolutions.

2. Identify the short-term and long-term causes of World War I

3. Explain the nature of warfare during World War I (i.e. western and eastern fronts, global war,total war, technology, home front)

4. What events facilitated the end of World War I? What were the major provisions of the

Treaty of Versailles?

5. What were the causes and effects of the Great Depression?

6. What were the causes of World War II?

7. How was World War II different from World War I? What advantages facilitated the Allied victory in World War II?

8. Summarize the events of the Holocaust.

9. What major actions were taken by the Allied powers after World War II?

10. Define the Cold War. How was the Cold War a global conflict?

11. Compare the social, economic, and cultural characteristics of the West and East after World War II.

12. Analyze the movements/events that facilitated the decolonization of Africa, South Asia and Southeast Asia.

13. What events led to the creation of Israel? What problems did Israel face after independence?

14. Explain the development of Africa, South Asia, and Southeast Asia after independence.  What problems did these regions face?

15. Explain East Asian economic development after World War II. What impact did economic growth have on politics and society?

16. Summarize the political, economic and social development of Latin America during the 20th century.

17. What led to the communist revolution in China? How did the Communist Party change China?

