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HE Bad. A fireman mustn'’t think. He must
put the fire out without thinking.

SHE But it is a fine point in the story.

He In astory it may be a fine point but not
in a fireman. Then also, since we have no fire,

there’s no need to drag the fireman into the

house.

SHE But then, what about his dialogue with
the fire chief?

HEe Let them talk in the fire house. How
does the dialogue go?

SHE (reads) Fire . Chief Gorbushm ap- .

proached him. “Good boy, Prokhorchuk,” he
said, “you’ve acted according to regulations!”

Whereupon the fire chief smiled and added:

“You haven’t noticed it, but your right musta-
chio is aflame.” Prokhotchuk smiled and aimed
a jet at his mustachio. It was dawning.

He. Why must you have that?

SHE - What?

HEe The burning mustachio.

SHE I put it in for the humor of the thmg
The mian was so absotbed in his work that he
didn’t notice that his mustache was ablaze.

REVIEW QUESTIONS

He Believe me, you should delete it. Since
there’s no fire, the house isn’t burning and
there’s no need to burn any mustachios.

SHE And what about the element of laugh- -
ter?

He There’'ll be laughter all right. When do
people laugh? When things are good for them.
And isn’t it good that there’s no fire? It’s very
good. And so everybody will laugh. Read what
you have now.

Sue (reading) “A Noble Deed.” It was the
dead of .night—three o'clock. Some people
slept while others. kept a sharp lookout. From
the fourth-floor window of a large gray house
somebody shouted: “We are not on fire!”
“Good boy, ‘Prokhorchuk!” said Fire ‘Chief
Gorbushin to Fireman Prokhorchuk, a middle-
aged Ukrainian with large black mustachios,
“you’re following the regulations.” Prokhor-
chuk smiled and aimed a jet of water at his
mustachio. It was dawning.

HE There we have a good piece of writing!
Now it can be published!

1. Inlight of the A. O. Avdienko readmg, how would you say Communists were

supposed to feel about Stalin?

What were Yevgeny Yevtushenko’s reasons for denouncing Stalin?
What do you think Yevtushenko meant by the “corruption of the human spirit”

under Stalin?

‘What values did the censor strive to uphold in Viadimir Polyakov’s story'f‘

What does Polyakov’s story suggest about the impact of censorship on creativity?
Soviet propaganda was designed to create a politically united industrial society out
of backward peasants. Can you think of alternative ways to accomphsh that task7

7 ¥ Stalin’s Terror

The victims of Stalin’s terror number in the many millions. Stalin had no qualms -
- about sacrificing multitudes of people to build up-the Soviet Union’s strength
~and to make it a powerful factor-in world politics. In addition, he felt entitled to
settle his own private scores as well as national ones against secessionist Ukraini-
- ‘ans. The Soviet government’s first acknowledgment of Stalin’s terror were made
. by Khrushchev: The full scope of it began to emerge only under Gorbachey.
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Jikita Khrushchev

KHRUSHCHEV'S SECRET SPEECH

Nikita' Khrushche‘i (1894-1971), - first :secretary: of: the’ Communist  party
953-1964) and premier of the Soviet Union (1958-1964); delivered a famous
speech to an unofficial, closed ‘session of the twentieth Party Congress on Feb-
ruary 25, 1956. Although the speech was' considered éon_fider@tial} it ‘was soon
Jeaked to outsiders. While safeguarding the moral authority of Lenin, Khru-
shchev attacked Stalin, revealing some of the crimes committed by him and his
closest associates in the 1930s. The following passages from the speech draw on
ovidence collected by a special commission of inquiry: L e

ave to consider-seriously and analyze cor-
ly this matter [the crimes of the Stalin era}
der that we may preclude any possibility
repetition in any form whatever of what
place during the life of Stalin, who ab-
<17 did not tolerate collegiality in leader-
and in work, and who practiced brutal
nce, not only toward everything which
sed - him, but also toward that which
med: to-his capricious and despotic charac-
ontrary to his concepts.
Stalin acted not through persuasion, expla-
ion; and patient co-operation with people,
by imposing his concepts and demandirig
lute submission to his opinion. Whoever
Jposed - this concept or tried to prove his
wpoint, and the correctness of his position,
doofned to removal from the leading col-
vé and to subsequent moral and physical

hilation. This was especially true during .

period following the XVIIth Party Con-
'[1934], when many prominent Party
ts and rank-and-file Party workers, honest
edicated to the cause of Communism, fell
1'to. Stalin’s despotism. . L R
Stalin originated the concept “enemy of the
ople.” This term automatically rendeted it
ecessary that the ideological errors of a
h ot men engaged in a CONLIOVELSy be
ovén; this term made possible the usage of
e:most cruel repressiori, violating all norms
of revolutionary legality, against anyone who
1y way disagreed with Stalin, against those

who were only suspected of hostile- intent,
against those who had bad reputations. This
concept, “enemy of the people;” actually elimi-
nated the possibility of any kind of ideological
fight or the making of oné’s views known on
this or that issue, even those of 4 practical cha-
acter. In the main, and in actuality, the only
proof of guilt used, against all riorms of current

‘legal science, was'the “confession” -of the ac-.

cused himself; and, as subsequent probing

proved, «confessions” were acquired through

ph‘ysical'pressures against the accused. ,

This led to glaring violations of revolution-
ary legality, and to the fact that many entirely
irinocent persons, who in the past had de-
fended the Party line, became victims. L

The Commission {of Inquiryl has become ac-
quainted with a large quantity of materials in
the NKVD {secret policé, forerunnet to the
KGB} archives and with other documents and
has established many. facts pettaining to the fab-
rication of cases against Communists, to false
accusations, to glating abuses of socialist legal-
ity—which resulted in the death of innocent
people. It became apparent that many Party, So-
viet and economic activists who were branded
in 19371938 as “enemies” were actually fever
enemies, spies, wreckers,: etc., but wete always
honest Communists; they were only ‘50 stigma-
tized, and often, no longer able to bear barbaric
tortures, they charged themselves (at the order
of the investigative judges—falsifiers) with all
kinds of grave and unlikely crimes. .. .
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Lenin used severe methods only in the most -

necessaty cases, when the exploiting classes
were still in existénce and were vigorously op-
posing the revolution, when the struggle for

survival ‘was decidedly assuming the sharpest

fotms, even including a civil war.

‘Stalin, on the othet hand, used extreme
methods and mass repressions at'a time when
the revolution was already victotious, when the
Soviet ‘state was strengthened, when the ex-
ploit'ing classes. were already liquidated and
Socialist relations were rooted solidly in. all
phases of national economy, whén our Party
was politically consolidated and had strength-

ened itself both numerically and ideologically.

It is cleat that here Stalin showed in a whole
series of cases his intoleradce, his brutality and
his abuse of power. Instead of proving his po-
litical ‘cofrectness and-mobilizing the masses,
he often chose the path of repression and phys-
ical arinihilation, not only against actual ene-
mies, but also against individuals who had not
committed any crimes against the Party and
the Soviet government... . .

“An example of vile provocauon, of odious
falsification and of criminal violation of revo-
lutionary legality is the case of the formet can-
didate -for the Central Committee Political
Bureau; one of the most eminent workers of
the Party and of the Soviet government, Com-
rade Eikhe, who was a Party member since
1905. (Commotion in the ball.) ‘

Comrade Eikhe was arrested on April 29,
1938, on the basis: of slanderous materials,
without the sanction of the Prosecutor of the
USSR, which was finally received 15 months
after the arrest.

Investigation of Eikhe’s case was made ina
manner which most brutally violated Soviet le-

gality and was accompanied by willfulness and

falsification.

Eikhe was forced under torture to sign ahead
of time a protocol of his confession prepared by
the investigative judges, in which he and sev-
eral other eminent Party workers were accused
of anti-Soviet dctivity.

On October 1, 1939 Elkhe sent his declara-

tion to Stalin’in which he categoncally denied

his guilt and asked for an examination of his
case. In the declaration he wrote: “There is no
more bitter misery than to sit in the jail of a
government for which I have always fought.”

‘A second declaration of Eikhe has been pre-
setved which he sent to Stalin on-October 27,

11939; in it he cited facts very convincingly and
“countered -the slanderous :accusatiohs "made

against hxm, arguing that hlS provocatory ac-

“cusation was on the one hand the work of real
“Trotskyites whose arrests he had’ ‘sanctioned as

First Secretary. of the West Siberian Krai {lo-
cal} Party Committée and who conspired in or-

_der to take tevenge on him, and, on the othet

hand, the result of the base falsification of ma-

~terials by the investigative judges: ..

It would appear that such an important dec-
laration was worth an examination by the Cen-
tral Committee: This, however, was not done
and ‘the declaration was transmitted to Beria
{head of the NKVD} while the terrible mal-
treatment. of the Political Bureau candidate,
Comrade Eikhe, continued. oo

On Bebruary 2, 1940, Eikhe was. brought
before the court. Here he did not confess any
guile and sa1d as follows '

In all'the so-called confessions of mine there
is not one lettér written by me with the ex-
ception of my signatures under, the proto-
cols which were forced -from 'me. I have
made my confession under pressure from
the investigative judge who from the time
of my arrest tormented me. After that I be-
gan to'write all this nonsense. . . . The most
important thing for me is to tell the court,
the Party and Stalin that I am not guilty. I
have never been guilty of any conspiracy.
I will die believing in the truth of Party
policy‘as I have believed in it during my
whole life. 7 ‘

On February 4 Eikhe was shot. (Indignation
in the ball.)




e ﬂéandr'l. Solzhenitsyn
RCED LABOR CAMPS

srective labor” was part of Stalin’s efforts to terrorize the peoples of the So-
et Union into compliance with his plan to modernize the country’s economy
nd society. All those accused of disloyalty to the party and not killed outright
ided up in one of the gulags. Gulag is the Russian term for the Soviet forced-
abot camps, scattered, like islands in an archipelago, over the entire Soviet -
aion. The inhabitants of that archipelago were the zeks, as the political pris-
ers were called. Their labor served a double purpose. It was designed as pun-
shment for their alleged crimes and, more important, as a means of obtaining
yital raw materials—including lumber and minerals—from areas too inhos-
pitable for, or outright hostile to, regular labor. Forced labor also built the.
canal linking the Leningrad area with the White Sea in the far north. :
The life of the zeks has been detailed by Aleksandr I. Solzhenitsyn (b. 1918),
~a.beroic literary figure. He was a victim of Stalin’s terror for nine years
1945-1953), spent mostly in the dreaded camps. He survived to tell the tale in
“a number of works, the most substantial of which are the three volumes of The
Gulag Archipelago (published in the United States in 1975). In these volumes
Solzhenitsyn draws not only on his own bitter experience, but also ‘on those of
countless others caught in Stalin’s terror. He even expanded his investigations
0 cover life in the labor camps from the start of Soviet rule to the death of
“Stalin in.1953-—in all its human and inhuman detail. = o o ‘
" During the “thaw” following Khrushchev’s revelations about Stalin’s terror,
“ Solzhenitsyn published his novel One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich, which
. for the first time allowed the Soviet public a glimpse of gulag realities. Continu-
ing his investigations, Solzhenitsyn was subsequently silenced again and barred
from attending the ceremony awarding him the. 1970 Nobel Prize for literature.
Expelled in 1972 from his country, he eventually settled in the United States on
- a secluded Vermont farm. In May: 1994, at the age of 77, he returned ‘to his
- 'mothér country. An embittered anticommunist, he yearned for the simplicity of
_pural life in traditional Russia. The following selection describes the life of the
- political prisoners, the zeks, who are the “natives” of The Gulag Archipelago.

Tihe life of the natives consists of lwork, bricks barehanded ‘(t‘he skiﬁ quickly wears off

tk; work; of starvation, cold, and cunning.
is:work, for those who are unable to push
éts out of the way and set themselves up in
oft spot, is that selfsame general work which
aises socialism up out of the earth, and drives
s'down into the earth. ‘
One cannot enumerate nor cover all the dif-
ferent “aspects- of this work, nor wrap your
ongue- about them. To push a wheelbar-
ow. . ... To carry hand barrows: To unload

the fingers). To haul bricks on one’s own body
by “goat” (in a shoulder barrow). To break up
stone and coal in quarry and mine, to dig clay
and sand. To hack out eight. cubic yards of
gold-bearing ore with a pick and haul them to
the screening apparatus. Yes, and just to dig
in the earth, just to “chew” up earth (flinty
soil and in winter). To cut coal underground.
And there are ores there too—Ilead and coppet.
Yes, and one can also.. . . pulverize copper ore
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(a sweet taste in the mouth, and one waters at
the nose). One can impregnate [railroad] ties
with creosote (and one’s whole body at the same
time t0o). One can catve out tunnels for rail-
roads. And build roadbeds. One can dig peat in
the bog-up to one’s waist in the mud. One can
smelt ores. One can cast metal. One can cut
hay on hummocks.in swampy meadows (sink-
ing up to one’s ankles in water). One can be a
stableman or a drayman [cart driver] (yes, and
steal oats from the horse’s bag for one’s own
pot, but the horse is government-issue, the old
grass-bag, and she’ll last it out, most likely,
but you can drop dead). Yes, and generally at
the “se/kbozy” — the Agticultural Camps—you
can do every kind of peasant work (and there is
no work better than that: you'll grab some-
thing from the ground for yourself ).

But ‘the father of all is our Russian forest
with its genuinely golden tree trunks. ... And
the oldest of all the kinds of work in the Ar-
chipelago is logging. It summons everyone to
itself and has room for everyone, and it is not
even out of bounds for cripples (they will send
out a three-man gang of armless men to stamp
down the foot-and-a-half snow). Snow comes
up to your chest. You ate a lumberjack. First
you yourself stamp it down next to the tree
trunk. You cut down the tree. Then, hardly
able to make your way through the snow, you
cut off all the branches (and you have to feel
them out in the snow . and get to them with
your ax). Still dragging your way through the
same loose snow, you have to carry off all the
branches and make piles of them and burn
them. (They smoke. They don’t burn.) And
now you have to saw up the wood to size and
stack it. And the work norm for you and your
brother for the day is six and a half cubic yards
each, or thirteen cubic yards for two men
working together. (In Burepolom the norm
was nine cubic yards, but the thick pieces also
had to be split into-blocks.) By'then your arms
would not be capable of lifting an ax nor your
feet of moving.

Durmg the war years (on war rat1ons), the
camp inmates called three weeks at logging
' ;“dry execzztzon. e

o

. {Their summer workday was some-
times sixteen hours long! I don’t know how
it was with sixteen, but for many it was thir-
teen hours long—on earth-moving wotk in
Karlag and at the northern logging opera-
tions-—and -these were hours on the job itself,
over and above the three miles’ walk to the for-
est and three back. And anyway, why should
we argue about the length of the day? After all,
the work norm was senior in rank to the length
of the workday, and when the brigade didn’t
fulfill the norm, the only thing that was
changed at the end of the shift was the con-

.voy, and the work sloggers were left in the

woods by the light of searchlights until mid-
night—so that they got back to the camp just
before morning in time to eat their dinner
along with their breakfast and go out into the
woods again.

There is no one to tell about it either. They
all died.

And then here’s another way they raised the
norms and proved it was possible to fulfill
them: In cold lower than 60 degrees below
zero, . workdays wete written off in other
words, on such days the records showed that
the workers had not gone out to work; but they
chased them out anyway, and whatever they
squeezed out of them on those days was added
to the other days, thereby raising the percent-
ages. . . .

And how did they feed them in return?
They poured water into a pot, and the best one
might expect was that they would drop un-
scrubbed small potatoes into it, but otherwise
black cabbage, beet tops, all kinds of trash. Or
else vetch or bran, they didn’t begrudge these.
(And wherever there was a water shortage, as
there. was at the Samarka Camp near Kara-
ganda, only one bowl of gruel was cooked a
day, and they also gave out a ration of two cups
of turbid salty water.) Everything atiy good
was always -and without fail stolen for the
chiefs, for the trusties, and for the thieves—the
cooks were all terrorized; and it was only by
submiissiveness that they kept their jobs. Cer-
tain amounts of fat and meat “subproducts” (in
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ords, not real food) were signed out

he “warehouses, as were fish, peas, and
Buit not much of that ever found its
o the mouth of the pot. And in re-

laces the chiefs even took all the salf for

mselves for their own pickling. (In 1940,
he Kotlas-Vorkuta Railroad, both the
id and the gruel were unsalted.) The worse
“food, the more of it they gave the zeks.
sed to give them horse meat from ex-
ed horses driven to death at work, and,
though it was quite 1mposs1ble to chew
as-a feast. . . .

as impossible to try to keép nourished
ulag norms anyone who worked out in the
1d for thirteen or even ten hours. And
completely impossible once the basic ra-

had been plundered. . . . '

[Nlo matter how many hours there are
workmg day—soonet ot latet sloggers
turn-to the barracks. t
it \barracks? Sometimes. it is a dugout
o'the ground, And in the North more
# tent—true, with earth banked and
orced hit or miss with boards, Often there
kerosene lamps in place of electricity, but
mes- there -are -the ancient Russian
et lamps” of else cotton-wool. wicks. (In
m for two years they saw no kerosene,
nin headquarters batracks they got
om-oil from the food store.) It is by this
ight that we will survey this ruined

leeping shelves in two stories, sleeping
ves in three stoties, of, as a sign of luxury,
onki”—multiple bunks—the boards most
ften bare and nothing at all on them; on some
hi wotk parties they steal“so  thoroughly

n' sell the spoils through the free

s) that nothing government-issue is

VIEW QUESTIONS

Why was Nikita Khrushchev careful to distinguish Stalin from Lenin?

What charges against Stalin did Khrushchev highlight in his speech?

What image of Stalin did Khrushchev draw? o
ow:did Stalin use the concept of the “enemy of the people”?

given out and no-one keep‘ 'anythmg of -h
own in the barracks, they také both theit mess
tins and their mugs to ‘work with ‘therm ' (an ,
even tote the bags containing thelt belong-

'ings;aﬁd thus laden they ‘dig in ‘thé earth)

those who have them put their blankets dround

their necks ... or else lug their things to

trusty friends in a guarded barracks. During
the day the barracks are as empty as if unin-
habited. At night they might turn over their
wet work clothes to be-dried in thé drier (if
there is a dtier!)i—but undressed like that you
are going to freeze on the bare boards! And so
they dry their clothes on themselves. At night
their caps may freeze to the wall of the tent—
ot, if 2 woman’s case, her hair. They even hide
their bast sandals under their heads so they
won't be stolen off their feet. . . . In the middle
of the barracks there is-an oil drum with holes
in it which has been converted into 4 stove, and

“it is good ‘when it gets red-hot—then the

steamy odot of drying footcloths permeates the
entire barracks—but it sometimes happens
that the wet firewood in it doesn’t burn: Some
of the barracks are so infested with insects that

- even four days’ fumigation with burning sul-

phur doesn’t help and when in the summer the
zeks go ot to sleep on the ground in the camp

- compound the bedbugs crawl after them and

find .them ‘even there. And the zeks boil the
lice off their underwear in their mess tins after
dining’ from them. .
- And later there was that constarit, chngmg
(and, for an 1ntellectual, torturing) lack of pri-
vacy, the condition of not being an individual
but a member of 2 brigade instead, and the ne-
cessity of acting for whole days and whole years
not as you yourself have decided but as the
brigade requires. . ., ‘
Now that is the way of hfe of my AI.'Chl—
pelago.
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5. How would you explain the reasons for the treatment meted out tothe zeks'as
described by Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn? _

6. Put yourself in the position of a zek. How would you try to survive under the
conditions described by Solzhenitsyn? . .

7. Would you direct your outrage over the inhumanities described in this section at
Stalin, at his officials and agents, at the traditional ruthlessness of Russian society,
or at the crisis in the country’s survival outlined by Stahn in 19312




