	
	Who/

when?
	How?
	Political
	Economic
	Social / gender
	Religious
	Intellectual 

/ technological
	Aesthetic

	Southwest Asia (Middle East)

 600 – 1000 – 1450


	Mohammad – 622, Ummayad Caliphate 661-750, 
Abbasid 750-1258
	Conquest,
Religious 

outreach,

Arab migration,

voluntary mass

conversion
	600 – none
1000 – not 
much – Caliphs,

divisions-Sunni,

Shiite
1450 – Decline
of Islamic 

Imperial

system – 

  Mongol

invasions.
	600 – none
1000 – trade through

Mediterranean

and Silkroad, and

along Arabian 

Peninsula

1450 - 
	600 – Women in 
Bedouin society

had higher status.

1000 – Status of 

Women had declined.

(harems, veiling, etc.)

1450 – status similar

to 1000.
	600 – none
1000 – Islam 

spread throughout

region.

1450 - 
	
	

	South Asia (India)

 600 – 1000 – 1450


	711- 1st Muslim raids into India
1206 – Delphi Sultanate
	Sufi missionaries,
trading contacts,

voluntary mass

conversion
	600 – none
1000 – Islamic

invasion – little

political change

1450 – Delhi

Sultanate –

little political

change. 

Brahmins held

political power
	600 – none
1000 – Indian Ocean

trade, increased

merchant activity.

1450 – Delhi 

Sultanate still in

power. Merchants

even more active.
	600 – none
1000 – small changes

Merchants gain

social status.

1450 – Muslims 

borrow from Hindus

(Sati, marrying

younger women,

Muslims absorbed 

into Caste System).
	600 – none
1000 – little change

1450 – many 

converts to Islam,

but Hinduism

remained intact.

Hinduism changes

to face Muslim

challenge:

(bhakti cult).
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	Who/

when?
	How?
	Political
	Economic
	Social / gender
	Religious
	Intellectual 

/ technological
	Aesthetic

	Africa (Sudanic Empires and 

Swahili Coast only).

 600 – 1000 – 1450


	600-700 Islam spread in N. Africa, 1000-Ghana,
1200-1400-Mali, 1400-Swahili coast, 1500-song
	Sufi missionaries,
trading contacts,

Arab migration,

voluntary mass 

conversion (N.A.)


	600- none
1000 – some 

temporary 

political unity.

1450 – political

structure the

same

Mali –leaders

used Islam

Swahili – kept

city state 

structure.
	600 – none
1000 – trade routes

developed across

Sahara, in N.Africa,

and into Sahel.

1450 – Increasing

global trade, 

especially from 

Swahili Coast into

Mediterranean and 

Indian Ocean Trade 

Routes.
	600 – none
1000 – 

1450 - 
	600 – none
1000 –

1450 -  
	
	

	Southeast Asia

 600 – 1000 – 1450


	1290’s
	Sufis,
trading contacts


	600- none
1000 – none

1450 - 
	600 – none
1000 – none

1450 – Eurasian

trading complex

and Indian Ocean

zone connected and 

more complex –

closer trade with 

China.

Trade routes added

to Islamic conversion
	600 – none
1000 – none

1450 – women held

higher status than

elsewhere in the world

even after Islamic

conversion.

Women dominated

local markets, 

matrilineal descent

in some areas, 

strong family roles.
	600 – none
1000 – none

1450 – many 

Buddhists convert

to Islam – mostly

in coastal areas.
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