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REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. How did the Depression dehumanize people?

2. Judging from the description of the Nazi rally, what were the consequences of the
Depression fof German politics?

3. Account for Adolf Hitler’s success at rallies.

5 ® Nazism and Youth

Young people, in particular, were: attracted to Nazism, in which they saw a
cause worthy of their devotion. Influenced by Nazi propaganda and led astray

. by their youthful idealism, they equated a total commitment to the Nazi move-
ment with a selfless dedication to the nation.

Alice Hamilton
THE YOUTH WHO ARE
HITLER’S STRENGTH

Dr. Alice Hamilton (1869-1970) wrote the following article in 1933 after her
second post—-World War I trip to Germany. An international authority on in-
dustrial diseases who was known for her social consciousness, she was the first
‘woman on the faculty of the Medical School of Harvard University. Her famil-
iarity with Germany had begun in the late nineteenth century when she pur-
sued postgraduate studies there. Her article, which appeared in the New York
Times Magazine eight months after Hitler gained power, shows how the Nazis
exploited patriotism, idealism, and a deep-seated desire of youth for fellowship.

storm detachments in the slums of Berlin, who
died at the hands of Communists, is the new
hero of Germany. . . -

To understand Hitlet’s enormous success

Hitler’s movement is called a youth movement
and during the first months of the Nazi rule,
while I was in Germany, this certainly seemed
to be true. The streets of every city swarmed

with brown shirts [trademark Nazi uniform},
echoed to the sound ofmarching men and
Hitler sonigs; there were parades, monster mass
meetings, celebrations of all kinds, day in and
day out. The swastika flag flapped from every
building. In Frankfurt-on-Main where I had
spent, years ago, delightful student days,

went to the beantiful Rémer Platz, only to find
it unrecognizable, its lovely buildings hidden
under fifty-three Nazi banners. Rathenau
Squar,e had. been: changed: to- Horst -Wessel
Square,, for Wessel,. the youngorganizer of

with the young we must understand what life
has meant to the post-war generation in Get-,
many, not only the children of the poor but of
the middle class as well. They were children
during the years of the war when the food
blockade kept them half starved, when fathets
wete away at the front and mothers distracted
with the effort to keep their families fed. They
came to manhood in a country which seemed
to have no use for them. Even compulsoty mil-
itary training was no more and there was noth-
ing to take its place. ... .




ettlement worker told me that she
families in which the childs
< manhood without ever realizing the
cion between work and food. They had
h_ad work, and food had come scantily
;rudgingly from some govemmental

se idle, hopeless youths two stirring
ction came—one from the Commu-
he- other from Hitler; and to b
German youth responded. Both appealed
red, both held out an. ideal of a changed
any, but Hitler’s propaganda was cleverer
ie Communists’, because his program is
wet, more concrete. The Communist is
nationally minded, his brothers are all
the world, his ideal State embraces all
Hitler repudiates internationalism; he is
st all who are not German; his ideal State
elf-contained Germany, an object of fear
her neighbors. The Communist is taught
te a class, the capitalistic, the Hitlerite to
¢h individual Jew. Many young Com-

 th

ists were brought under the banner of

et'by appeals to national pride and race an-
sm, but also by the ideal of 2 united Get-
ny without class hatred.
Titler made each insignificant, poverty
' bless youth of the slums feel him-
of the great of the earth, since the
th'was a German, a Nordic, far superior to
uccessful Jew who was to be driven out of
and counting house to make place for the
nd his like. Hitler told the young men
he fate of Germany was il their hands,
they joined his army they would battle
‘the: 'Communists for the streets, they
1d see Jewish blood flow in streams, they
1d capture the government, deliver Get-
from the Versailles treaty and then sweep
mphantly over the borders to reconquer
iy’s lost land. He put them into uni-
“taught them to march and sing to-
d that sense of comradeship

it de corps so precious to the young,

them what is even more precious—=an
for hero worship. Life suddenly took on
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meaning and impottance, with the call to dan-
ger, sacrifice, even death. - ’
Among the- hundreds of- thousands who
make up the audiences at Hitler's or Goebbels’s
[Joseph Goebbels, ' ministes ‘of ' propaganda}
meetings, and ‘who seetn to an’outsider to be
carried away by 2 kind of mass hysteria, there
are many who are actuated by real idealism,
who long to give themselves-unreservedly to
the great vision of 2 resurgent Germany: Being
young they are of course contemptuous of thie
slow and moderate methods of the republic;
they are for action, quick, -arrogant, ruthless.
But their program calls fora changed Ger-
many, one pusged of all selfishness and materi-
alism. They repudiate liberalism, for that
means to them capitalism, it means the profit-
making system, it means class distinctions,
inequalities. The Germany the young are plan-
ning will have no division between the classes
and will substitute the common good for indi-
vidual profit. They really believe that Hitler
will bring about a genuine socialism without
class warfare and this part of their program is
highly idealistic and fine, but, as is to be ex-
pected, it is mixed with the intolerance of
youth, it calls for the forcible repression of op-
position within the country and a battling
front to be presented to the outside world.
"This is the outpouring of a student writing in

' the official organ of the Nazi students’ league:

A people organically united and filled
with the spirit of sacrifice for the commbon
good, strong and eager for battle. A people
fused into an unconquerable fighting unit ‘
against 4 hostile world. This is what we
must achieve in these incomparably impot-
tant days. The millions who stand aside from
our movement must be made to believe in it.
He is a traitor who now holds back. Our rev--
olution' matches on, OVer saboteurs and
counter-revolutionaries, whoever they be.

The students . . . dream of reform in the
courts of justice which is to be brought
about by requiring each candidate for the
bar to setve for eight weeks in a labor camp,




360  Part Three Western Civilization in Crisis

wotking shoulder to shoulder with men
from all walks of life. In every way the bat-
riers between workers and students must be
abolished. “We must strive against intellec-
tualism and liberalism which are Jewish.
We wish to be red-blooded men. Students,
show the peasant and worker that you are
pot intellectuals.” . . .

And here is one of the songs which the boys
and girls sing as they march through the
streets.

.Seest thou the morning red in the East, a
promise of sun and of freedom? We hold to-
gether for life or for death, no matter what
may threaten. Many a year were we slaves to
traitor Jews, but now has arisen a son of the
people—he gives to Germany new hope and
faith. Brothers, to arms! Young and old
flock to the hooked cross banner, peasants
and workers with sword and with hammer.
For Hitler, for freedom, for work and for
bread. Germany, awaken! Death to the Jew!
Brothers, to arms! . . . :

In spite of the strict censorship of the press,
we heard many a bloody tale of the Storm
Troopers, but we heard even more about their
high-handed methods in business houses and
in the universities. While we were in Berlin
‘the struggle was going on between the Nazi
students and the rector of the university. It was
on the issue of academic freedom. The students
had nailed up twelve theses in the entrance hall
of the main building and refused to take them
down at the command of the rector. These were
the theses that called for the expulsion of all
“non-German teachets,” that demanded that
Jews should write only in Hebrew and that re-
pudiated “Jewish intellectualism.” . ..

It was only too clear that whatever group
had put up the theses ruled the university,
-and - there were proofs aplenty that this was
true. The rector threatened to tesign if the
_proclamation was not removed. He did resign
and his successor declared himself to be unre-

servedly behind the Nazi student movement.
The new “Cultus-minister” soon afterward dis-
solved all student organizations and announced
that there would be in the future one only, the
Nazi students’ league. He went on to praise
the part played by the students in the revolu-
tion and to warn the faculties that they must
no longer lag behind when youth led the way.

No wonder the students took things into
their own hands, howled down the few Jewish
ptofessors who had received exceptional treat-
ment because of war service, raided libraries,
denounced suspected liberals right and left!
The students of Kiel University demanded the
discharge of twenty-eight professors. In Ham-
butg, when the university formally opened af-
ter the Spring holidays, a student arose and
addressed the rector and faculty, telling them
that any young Nazi was worth mote to the Fa-
therland than the whole lot of them. His
speech was received in silence. . . .

All this seemed simply stupid and ugly
and primitive to an American, an incompte-
hensible swing-back to a day when physical
force was the only thing respected and men of
thought shut themselves in-monasteries and
were not always safe there, But this is an aspect
which the studernts with whom 1 talked could
not see. They were passionately behind the
new movement, thé revolt against intellectual-
ism, against scientific objectivity, against all
that the German universities had stood for.
The burning of the books was their work and
they were proud of it. .

This revolt of youth against modern educa-
tion is a part of Hitler's program, for Hitler has
long preached the necessity for a new peda-
gogy, one that is directed first toward physical
prowess, then character training, while purely
intellectual subjects ate to be left for special-
ists. Herr Frick, Minister. of the Interiot, said
while I was there: “The mistake of the past was
for the school to train the child as an individ-
ual. This led, especially after the war, to the
destruction of nation and State. We will sup-

‘plant.it-by a training which will sink into the
“blood: and flesh and cannot be uprooted for




arations, a training which will fuse the
an into his nation and bind him by the
sést ties to his history and the destiny of his In his autobiogtaphy anc
le? : . : speeches Hitler reveals himselfias:a m
most important subject in the new cut- the ambitions; the ideals; the crudities an
m.is history, with the emphasis laid on '
man- heroes, German inventors, German
. poets, artists. The German child must cares nothing for ease an
aught that his pation is superior to every display, applause; he worships: ft
rin every field. Next to this comes politics ~ spises persuasion and mutual con
hen everything that has to do with agri-  intolerant of dissent, convinced of h
[tute. Such subjects as mathematics and the solute rightness, and ready to commi
hysical sciences take a secondary place. Physi-  elty to carty out his own will... ;
‘training and mental training find their cul- Tt is this violent, fanatical, youthful despc
minating point in the last year, which is the backed by some millions of like-minde youth
ar of compulsory service in labor camps. The who now rules Germany. Truly it is a new. thing
ining in these camps is military, for “defense  in the world—a great modetn countty submit-
arfare,” For girls, education ends in a year of ting itself to the will of its young men. = <t

REVIEW QUESTIONS

How did Alice Hamilton interpret repression and coercion in the universities?
Wh;it educational theory did the Nazis espouse? _ , o _
“The idealism of youth has often been praised. What dangers did Hamilton see in
‘this idealism? : : '

6 % Nazification of Culture

The Nazis aspired to more than political power; they also wanted to have the
German people view the world in accordance with National Socialist ideology. i
Toward this end the Nazis strictly regulated cultural life. Believing that the
" struggle of racial forces occupied the center of world history, Nazi ideologists .
tried to strengthen the racial consciousness of the German people. Numerous
courses in “race science” introduced in schools and universities emphasizéd the
superiority of the Nordic soul and the worthlessness of Jews, and their threat to :
the nation. e ‘ : S : S

Hermann Gauch e e
NEW FOUNDATIONS OF RACIAL SCIENCE .-
Thc? following excerpts from Hermaﬁn Gauch’s New Found;ztiohs.‘bf Racial Sci- :
ence (1934) illustrate National Socialist racist thinking; which:was p;’opag'ated-‘ =
by scholars, scientists, a}nd school teachers. I I T




