ollowing World War I, fascist movements arose in Italy, Ger-

many, and many other European countries. Although these

movements differed—each a product of separate national his-
tories ‘and the outlook of its leader—they shared a hatred of liber-
alism, democracy, and communism; a commitment to aggressive
nationalism; ‘and a glorification of the party leader. Fascist leaders
cleverly utilized rnyths, rltuals, and pageantry to mobilize and manip-
ulate the masses.

Several conditions fostered the rise of fascism. One factor was the
fear of communism among the middle and upper classes. Inspired by
the success of the Bolsheviks in Russia, communists. in other lands
were calling for the. establishment of Soviet-style republics. Increas-
ingly afraid of a communist ‘takeover, industrialists, landowners, gov-
ernment officials, army leaders, professionals, and shopkeepers were
attracted to fascist movéments that promised to protect their nations
from this threat. A second factor contributing to the growth of fas-
cism was the disillusionment of World War I veterans and the mood
of violence bred by the war. The thousands of veterans facing unem-
ployment and poverty made ideal recruits for fascist parties that glori-
fied combat and organized private armies. A third cotitributing factor
was the inability. of democratic parliamentary governments. to. cope
with the problems that burdened postwar Europe. Having lost confi-
dence in the procedures and values of democracy, many people joined
fascist - movements that promised strong leadersh1p, an end to party
conflicts, and a unified national will.

Fascism’s appeal to nationalist feehngs also drew people into the
movement. Ina sense, fascism expressed the aggresswe racial nation-
alism that had emerged in the late nineteenth century. Fascists saw
themselves as dedicated idealists engaged ina heroic struggle to res-
cue their nations from domestic and foreign enemies; they aspired to
regain lands lost by their countries in World War I or to acqulre lands
denied them by the Paris Peace Conference.

Fascists glomfled ‘instinct, will, and blood as the true forces of hfe,
they openly attacked the ideals of reason, liberty, and equahty——-the '
legacies of the Enlightenment and the French Revolution. At the cen-
ter of German fascism (Natlonal Socialism or Nazism) was-a bizarre
racial mythology that preached the superiority of the German race and
the inferiority of others, particularly Jews and Slavs.

Benito Mussolini, founder of the Italian Fasc1st party, came to
power in 1922. Although he established a one-party state, he was less
successful than Adolf Hitler, the leader of the German National So-
cialists, in controlling the state and the minds of the people. After
gaining power as. chancellor of the German government in 1933,
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Hitler moved to establish a totalitarian state that controlled all phases
of political, social, and cultural life. Utilizing modern methods of
administration and communication, the Nazi state manipulated the
lives and thoughts of its citizens to a much greater extent than had
absolute and tyrannical governments of the past. Rejecting central
liberal principles, it outlawed competing political parties, made ter-
ror a government policy, and drew no distinction between -the in-
dividual’s private life and the interests of the state. The Nazi regime
aspired to shape a “new man,” one who possessed a sense of mis-
sion and was willing to devote body and soul to the party, its ideology,
and its leader, Der Fiibrer, who was endowed with attributes of
infallibility. : . R ST T
Hitler’s goal, which he pursued obsessively, was to forge a-vast Ger-
man empire in central and eastern Europe and to subjugate “inferior”
races. Hitler explicitly laid out his philosophy of Lebensraum (living
space) and racial nationalism, but Britain and France did not properly
assess his intentions. Believing that the German dictator could be rea-
- soned with and fearful of engulfing their nations in another disastrous
world war, British and French statesmen gave in to Hitler’s demands
during the 1930s. This policy of appeasement only made Germany
stronger and did not avert World War IL. .- T R
Perhaps as many as fifty million people; both soldiers and civilians,
died in World War IIL; of those, about twenty-five million were Rus-
sians, the Soviet Union suffering the most severe:losses. Millions of
people were murdered by the Nazis, including six million Jews, whom
the Nazis aimed to exterminate. Nazi atrocities demonstrated -anew
the immense power of the irrational and the precariousness of West-
ern civilization. s L

Italian Fascism

‘Benito Mussolini (1883—-1945) started his political life as a socialist and in 1912
was appoiﬁted editor of Avanti, the leading socialist newspaper. During World
War I, Mussolini was expelled from the Socialist party for advocating Italy’s en-
try into the conflict. Immediately after the war, he organized the Fascist party.
‘Exploiting labor unrest, fear of communism, and thwarted nationalist hopes,. . -

Mussolini gained followers among veterans and the middle class. Powerful in-
dustrialists and landowners, viewing the Fascists as a bulwark against commu-=
nism, helped to finance the young movement. “An opportunist, Mussolini -
‘organized a march on Rome in 1922 to bring. down the government. King Vic- "
tor Emmanuel, fearful of civil war, appointed the Fascist leader prime minister.”
‘Had Italian liberals and the king taken a firm stand, the government could have -

- crushed the 20,000 lightly armed marchers. T
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Benito Mussolini

FASCIST DOCTRINES

Ten years after he seized power, Mussolini, assisted by philosopher Giovanni
Gentile (1875-1944), contributed an article to the Itzlizn Encyclopedia in which
he: discussed  fascist political and social doctrines. In this: piece, Mussolini
lauded violence as a positive experience; attacked Marxism for denying ideal-
ism by subjecting human beings to economic laws and for dividing the nation
into warring classes; and ‘denounced liberal-democracy for promoting indi-
vidual selfishness at the expense of the national community and for being un-
able to solve the nation’s problems. The fascist state, he said, required unity
and power, not individual freedom. The - following excerpts are from Mus-

solini’s article. =~ = . o

..« Above all, Fascism, the more it considers
“and observes the future and the development of
humanity quite apart from political considera-
tions of the moment, believes neither in. the
possibility nor the utility of perpetual peace. It
thus repudiates the doctrine of Pacifism—born
of a renunciation of the strugglé and an act of
cowardice “in the face of sacrifice. War alone
brings up to its highest tension all human en-
ergy and puts the stamp of nobility upon the
peoples ‘who have the courage to meet it. All
other trials are substitutes, which never really
‘put men into the position. where they have to
make the great decision—the alternative of life
or death. Thus a doctrine which is founded
upon this harmful postulate of peace is hostile
to Fascism. And thus hostile to the spirit of
Fascism, though accepted for what use they can
be in dealing with particular political situa-

tions, are all the international leagues and soci-

eties which, as history will show, can be

scattered to the winds when once strong na-

tional feeling is aroused by any motive—senti-

mental, ideal; or practical.. This anti-pacifist

spitit is-carried by Fascism even into the-life

of the individual; the proud ‘motto of the
Squadrista, “Me. ne frego” [It doesn’t matter}],
written on the bandage of the wound, is an‘act
of philosophy:not only stoic, the summary of a

doctrine not only political—it is the education’

to combat, the acceptation of the risks which
combat implies, and a new way of life for Italy.
Thus the Fascist accepts life and loves it, know-
ing nothing of and despising suicide: he rather
-conceives of life as duty and struggle and con-
quest, life which should be high and full, lived
for oneself, but above all for others—those who
are at hand and those who are far distant, con-
temporaries, and those who will come after. . . .

... Fascism {is} the complete opposite of
+» - Marxian Socialism, the materialist concep-
tion of history; according to which the history
of human civilization can be explained simply
through - the - conflict. of interests among the
various social groups and by the change and
development in the means and instruments of
production. That the changes in the economic
field—new discoveries of raw materials, new
methods of working them, and the inventions
of science—have their importance no one can
deny; but that-these factors'are sufficient to ex-
plain the history of humanity excluding all
others is an absurd delusion. Fascism, now and
always, believes in- holiness ‘and in heroism;
that is to say, in actions influenced by no eco-
nomic-motive, direct or‘indirect. And if the

~economic conception of history be denied, ac-

cording to - which theory men ate no more than
puppets, carried ‘to and fro by the waves of

-chance; while the real directing forces are quite




control,’it follows that the exis-

4 unchangeable and unchanging.

is also denied—the fiatural progeny’
nomic conception of history. And

11 Fascism denies that class-war can be
o derant force in the transformation of

Socialism, Fascism combats the whole

x system of democratic ideology; and :
iates it, whether in its theoretical prem- - :
. question - cannot. be the individual, but: the

1n.its practical application. Fascism de-
at the majority, by the simple fact that
majority, can direct human society; it de-

hat fumbers alone can govern by means

eriodical consultation, and it affirms the

atable; beneficial, and fruitful inequality

ankihd,,which can never-be permanently‘

through' the mere operation of a me-

ical procéss such as univetsal suffrage. .. .

Fascism denies, in democracy, the ab-

aventional untruth of political equality

sed out in the gatb of collective irresponsi-

ind the myth of “happiness” and indefi-
progress. ...
i Given that the nineteenth century was
entury of Socialism, of Liberalism, and of

ocracy, it does not necessarily follow that

wentieth century must also be a century of
lism; Liberalism, and Democracy: politi--

doctrines pass, but humanity remains; and
may rather be expected that this will be 2
tury of authority, . . . a century of Fascismi.

f the nineteenth century was a century of

jvidualism (Liberalism always signifying-

ividualism) it may be expected that this
be the century of collectivism, and hence
entury of the State. ...

he foundation of Fascism is the conception

& State, its character, its duty,-and its aim.

a ,ism’ conceives of the State as-an absolute,
i’ comparison with which: all individuals ot
oups-are relative, only to be conceived of in
eit relation to the State. The conception of

Liberal State is not that of a directing force,.

niding the play and development, both ma-
cerial ‘and spititual, of a collective body, but

cording results: on't
State is itself conscious a
and a personality—thus it
“ethic” State. .. . . S

... The Pascist State organizes the na
but leaves a sufficient margin of liberty to
individual; the latter is deptived of all
and possibly - harmful - freedom,. but
what is essential; the deciding power in t

State alone. . . . . . .

. For Pascism, the growth of empire, that
is to say the expansion of the nation, is an es-
sential manifestation of vitality, and its oppo-
site a sign of decadence. Peoples which are

‘rising; or rising again after a period of deca-

dence, are always imperialist; any fenunciation
is a sign of decay and of death. Fascism is the
doctrine best adapted to represent the tenden-

“cies and the aspirations of a people, like the

people of Traly, who afe rising again after many
centuries of -abasement and foreign servitude.
But empire demands discipline, the coordina-
tion of all forces and a deeply felt sense of duty
and sacrifice; this fact explains many aspects of
the pvract'i_caltwotkihg‘-of ‘the régime, the char-
acter of many forces in the State, and the neces-
satily ‘severe measuies “which must be taken
against those who would oppose this spon-
taneous and inevitable movement of Ttaly in
the twentieth: century, and would oppose it~

by recalling the outworn ideology of the nine-

" teenth céntury—repudiated wheresoever there

has been the courage to'undertake great expet-
iments of. social and political transformation;

 for never before has the nation stood :more in..

need of authority, of direction, and of order. If
every age has its.own characteris.t‘»ic.;:doétrine;
chere ate a thousand signs which point to Fas-
cism as the. characteristic doctrifie of our: time.

For if 2 doctrine must bea living thing, thisis

proved by the fact that Fascism. has. created a

living faith; and that this faith is very powerful

in the minds of men is derionstrated by those

who have suffered and-died for it oo
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REVIEW/ QUESTIONS

. Why did Benito Mussohm consider pac1ﬁsm to be the enemy of fascism?
. Why did Mussolini attack Marxism?
. How did Mussolini view majority rule and equality?
What relationship did Mussolini see between the individual and the state?

2 ¥ Conservatlve Attack on the
Weimar Republlc

In November 1918 a revolution' forced the German emperor, Kaiser William II,
to flee,'and a republic was proclaimed in Germany. Immediately afterward, the
new government (soon to be called the Weimar Republic) signed an armistice
agreement ending the war. The Weiinar Republic, headed by democratic so-
cialists, faced attacks from both the left and the right. In early 1919, radical
Marxists, seeking to establish a proletarian state, took up arms against the re-
" public. Although the communists were easily subdued, the middle and upper
classes were deeply scarred by the uprising. Fear of communism led many
of these people to support the r1ght-w1ng parties that sought to bring down
the republic.
The rightist attack on the republic was multlfaceted Tradltlonal conserva-
tives——aristocrats, army leaders, and industrialists—were contemptuous of de-
mocracy and sought a strong government that would protect the nation from
communism and check the power of the working class. In a peculiar twist of
logic, radical right-wing nationalists blamed Germany’s defeat in World War I
and the humiliation of the Versailles Treaty on the republic.

Friedrich Jiinger
THE CULT OF BLOOD,
SOIL, AND ACTION

The constitution of the Weimar Republic, premised intellectually and émotion-
ally on the liberal-rational tradition, had strong opposition from German con-
servatives who valued the authoritarian state promoted by Bismarck and the
kaisers. In expressing their hostility to the Weimar Republic, conservatives at-
tacked liberal democracy and reason and embraced an ultranationalist philo-
sophy of blood, soil, and action. In the brittle disunity and disorientation of
German society, conservative nationalists searched- for community and cet- °
tainty in the special qualities of the German soul. Their antirationalism, hostil-
ity to democracy, and ultranationalism undermlned the Welmar Repubhc and
- contributed to the triumph of Nazism. : : : :




