hristianity, the core religion of Western civilization, -emerged
during the first century of the Roman Empire. The first Chris-
tians were followers of Jesus Christ, a Jew, who, in the tradi-
tion of the Hebrew prophets, called for a moral reformation of the
individual. Jesus’ life, teachings, crucifixion, and the belief that he
had risen from the dead convinced his followers that Jesus had shown
humanity the way to salvation. Dedicated disciples spread this mes-
sage throughout the Mediterranean world.

Surviving persecution and gaining in numbers, Christians influ-
enced all classes from slave to aristocrat, and Christianity had become
the state religion of Rome by the end of the fourth century. The rea-
sons for the spread and triumph of Christianity are diverse. The poor
and oppressed of the Roman world were drawn to Jesus” message of
love and compassion, his concern for humanity; the promise of eternal
life had an immense attraction to people who were burdened with
misfortune and fearful of death. Jesus’ call for a moral transformation
of the individual addressed itself to the inner conscience of men and
women of all 'social classes.

The Judeo-Christian and Greco-Roman (classical humanist) tradi-
tions constitute the foundations of Western civilization. Nevertheless,
they represent two contrasting views of the world. For classical hu-
manists, the ultimate aim of life was the achievement of excellence in
this world, the maximum cultivation of human talent; Christians sub-
ordinated this world to a higher reality. For Christians, the principal
purpose of life was the attainment of salvation—entrance into a heav-
enly kingdom after death.

In the Greco-Roman tradition, reason was autonomous: that is, the
intellect depended on its own powers and neither required nor ac-
cepted guidance from a supernatural authority. For example, Socrates
held that ethical standards were arrived at through rational thought
alone; they were not divine commandments revealed to human beings
by a heavenly lawmaker. Conservative Christian churchmen, believing
that Greek intellectualism posed a threat to Christian teachings,
wanted nothing to do with Greek philosophy. But other Christians,
recognizing the value of Greek philosophy, sought to integrate Greek
learning into the Christian framework. Greek philosophy, they said,
could help Christians clarify, organize, and explain their teachings.
Those who advocated studying and utilizing Greek philosophy pre-
vailed; thus. Christianity preserved rational thought, the priceless
achievement of the Greek mind. In.the process, however, philosophy
lost its autonomy, for early Christian thinkers insisted that to reason

properly one must first believe in God and his revelation, with the
Bible as the ultimate authority. Without these prior conditions, the
Christians argued, reason would lead to error. Thus, for early Christian
thinkers, unlike their Greek predecessors, reason was not autonomous:
it was subject to divine authority as interpreted by the church.
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* 'In'the late Roman Empire, when Roman institutions were breaking
down and classical values were being discarded, Christianity was a dy-
__rlaﬁ‘l‘ic movement.’ Sutviirihg ‘the 'b’arbariat_l invasions; the Christian
church gave form a direction to the European culture that emerged

e Teachings of Jesus ,

he reign (A.D. 14-37) of the Emperor Tiberius, the Roman governor in
Pontius Pilate, executed on charges of sedition an obscure Jewish relig-
s _’achér,j_]e’su‘sfof Nazareth, While performing healings and exorcisms; Je-

15 expounded a message of hope and salvation for sinners who repented. To
‘the Jews who were attracted to Jesus’ person and teachings, Jesus appeared to
beé a néw prophet or even the long-awaited ‘Messiah, the divinely promised
leader who would restore Israel to freedom and usher in a new age.

Jesus made enemies among those powerful Jewish leaders who believed that
. the :prl_;ﬂél‘: preacher was undermining their authority and weakening respect for
“ their teachings on the requirements of Jewish law. The Romans viewed Jesus as a
- political agitator who might lead the Jews in a revolt against Roman rule. Some
-, Jewish leaders denounced Jesus to the Roman authorities, who executed him.

. “After the death of Jesus, his loyal followers, who believed in his resurrection,
continued to preach his teachings, forming small congregations of those faith-
ful to his mission and words. They soon spread out.as missionaries to Jewish

‘and Gentile communities throughout the Roman Empire. These followers of
Jesus, the Messiah, or in Greek, Christos (the Anointed One); were the founders
of the Christian church. - : R : :

- Like Socrates, Jesus himself never wrote a book; all we know of his life and
teachings are the recollections of his disciples and passed down orally until put
in. written form sonie thirty to seventy years after his death. These primary

- sources include the gospels (“good news”)-attributed to the Saints Mark,

.~ Matthew, Luke, and John; the letters of Saint Paul and others; the Acts of the

Apostles, a historical account of their missionary work; and the book of Revela-

.- tion, a prophetic portrayal of the coming messianic kingdom of Jesus and God’s
" destruction of the powers of evil. These ‘Wor_ks, written several decades after Je-
i ’_sﬁs’ death and collected together definitively in the fourth century, comprise

" 'thé New Testament, the Christian sacred scriptures. They reflect the ways in

“which the early Christians remembered Jesus’ teachings and the meaning of his
‘life-and ministry. '

| THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO SAINT MARK

i In thlsreadmg \f‘rjém Sé.if}t Mark’s gospel, Jesus stated in a few words the core of
his ethical teaching. L ' : '




28 And one of the scribes* came up and heard
them disputing with one another, and seeing
that he answered them well, asked him,
“Which commandment is the first of all?” 29Je-
sus answered, “The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The
Lotd our God, the Lord is one;}3%nd you shall
love the Lotd your God with all your heart, and

¢
\

*Scribes were not only copyists of the scrolls that con-

tained Jewish law, but they were also students of that law. .

Editors’ footnotes for Bible readings in this chapter are
not numbered, to eliminate confusion with verse pum-
bers.~—Eds.

+“Hear, O Israel” occurs in the Judaic Book of Deuteron-
omy as the “first law,” that of monotheism (one God).
Here, as a Jew, Jesus was reminding his followers of this
fact.—Eds. c
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with all your soul, and with all your mind, and
with all your strength.’” 3'The second is_this,
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.
There is no other commandment greater than
these.” 32And the scribe said to him, “You are
right, Teacher; you have truly said that he is
one, and there is no other but he; 3*and to love
him with all the heart, and with all the under-
standing, and with all the strength, and to love
one’s neiglibor as oneself, is much more than all

“whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 34And

when Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said
to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of
God.” And after that no one dared to ask him
any question: (Mark 12)

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING'TO

SAINT MATTHEW

In the gospel of Saint Matthew, Jesus outlined to his disciples the attitudes
pleasing to God; this is the famous Sermon on the Mount.

Seeing the crowds, he went up on the
mountain, and when he sat down his dis-

ciples came to him. 2And he opened his mouth
and taught them, saying:

3 “Blessed are the poot in spirit, for theirs is
the kingdom of heaven.

4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they
shall be comforted.

5 “Blessed are the meek, for they shall in-
herit the earth. .

6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst
for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.

7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall
obtain metcy.

8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they
shall see God.

9 “Blessed are the ‘peacemakers, for they
shall be called sons of God. -

10 “Blessed are those who are petsecuted for
‘righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom
of heaven. _

11 “Blessed are you when men revile you
and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil
against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice

and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven,
for so men persecuted the prophets who were
before you. . . .” (Matthew 5)

Y

A characteristic feature of Jesus’ teaching—
one that angered the Jewish. leaders—was a
demand that his followers go beyond the
letter of thé Jewish law. In the tradition of
the Hebrew prophets, Jesus stressed the eth-
ical demands that underlie this law and
urged a moral transformation: of human
character, based on a love of God and
neighbor. In the next reading from Saint
Matthew, Jesus reinterpreted the Hebrew
commandments on killing, adultery, di-
vorce, vengeance, the definition of a neigh-
bor, and almsgiving. ‘

17 “Think not that I have come to abolish
the law and the prophets; I have come not to
abolish them but to fulfil them. 18For truly, I
say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, not
an iota, not a dot, will pass from the law until
all is accomplished. Whoever then relaxes
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~one- of the least of thesé commandments and
teaches men so, shall be: called least inithe
kingdom of heaven; but he 'who' does. them and

teaches them shall be called. great in the klng— -

“dom. of heaveii.. 20For I'tell you, unless your
r1ghteousness exceeds: that: of the scribes and

Pharisees,* you w111 fiever. enter the: kmgdomv

of- heaven

=21 “You _have heard that it was:said to the

mef of old, “You shall not: kill; and whoever
kills shall b able to Judgment 22But I say to

_c1l and whoever says, “You fool!” shall be liable

t0’ ‘the hell of fire. 23S0 if you are offering your
- gift'at the altar, and there remember that your:

“brother ‘has something - against you, 24]eave
your giftithere befote the altar and go; fitst be

reconciled to your brother, and then come and

offer your gift. 2Make friends qulckly with

your accuser; while you are going with him to '

_ court, leést your accusef hand you over to the
judge, and-the’ judge to the. guard, and you be
put in prison;- 26ttuly, I say to you, you will
‘never get out till you have paid the last penny.
27 “You have heard -that it was said, ‘You
shall not commit adultery.” 28But I-say to you
that every one who looks at a woman lustfully
has already committed adultery with her in his
‘heait. PIf ‘your right éye causes you to sin,
pluck it out and throw it away; it is better that

you lose one of your members than that your -

whole body be thrown into hell. 30And if your

“right hand’ causes you to-sin, cut"it off and’

throw it away; it is better that you lose one of

“your members than that your - whole body g0 .

: into hell.
31 “It was also sa1d Whoever d1vorces his
“wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.’
: 32But i say to you that every one who' drvorces

' ‘*The Pharrsees were a sect wrthm Judarsm, they adopted a
- flexible attitude toward Mosaic Law, allowing for vatious
: 1nterpretatlons and granting authotity to ofal tradition as

well'as to writtén Scripture. Unlike the aristocratic Sad-‘

‘ducees, the Pharisees were concetned with social injustice
_ and hiad the support of the common people—Eds

his wife, except on_the ground of unchastity,

. makes her an adulteress; and whoever marries a

divorced woman commits adultery.”

1’33 “Again you have heard that it was said to °
the men of old, “You shall not swear falsely, but
shall - perform to the Lord.what you have
sworn.’ 24But I say to you, Do not swear at all,
either by heaven, for it is the throne of God,
350r by the-earth; for it is his footstool, or by
Jerusalem, for it-is the city of the great King.
36And do not swear by your head, for you can-
not make one hair white ot black. >Let what
you say be s1mply “Yes’ or ‘No’; anything more
than this comes from evil. ,

38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye

for an.eye and a tooth for a tooth.” ¥But I say

to you, Do not resist one who is evil. But if any
oneé strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him

_the other also; 4%and if any one would sue you

and take your coat, let him have your cloak
as well; 4land if any one forces you to go one

mile, go with him two miles. 42Give to him

who begs from  you, and do not refuse him who

"would borrow from you.

43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You
shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’
44But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray
for those who persecute you,% so that you may

~ be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for he

makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good,
and sends rain-on the just and on the unjust.
46For if you love those who love you, what re-
ward have you? Do not even the tax collectors
do the same? 47And if you salute only your

“btethren, what more are you doing than oth-

ers? Do tiot' even the Gentilesdo the same?
48You; therefote, must be perfect -as your heav-
enly Father is perféct. :
/~. “Beware of practicing your piety before
_men in order to be seen by them; for then

you will have no reward from your Father who
is in heaven. '

TGenttles meant non-Jews; many religions. were tepf
sented in the cosmopohtan Roman Empire of that p

rrod —Eds
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2“Thus, when you give alms, sound no synagogues} and in the streets, that they may
trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the - be praised by men. Truly, I say to you, they -

- . have their reward. 3But when you- give alms,

- do not let your left hand know what your right

e Jodes o e Teple oo, oo’ ut hanl s doing, %0 that your alms may be in se-

cret; and your Father who sees in secret will re-

the Temple; they were places for public prayer and study
of the Hebrew Scriptures.—Eds. ward you. . . .” (Matthew 5~6)

REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. What did Jesus believe to be the basic tenets of his teachings?
2. How did Jesus react to identifying true religion with a written law?

2 Saint Paul’s View ofJesuS,
~His Mission, and His Teaching

After the execution of Jesus by the Roman authorities in Judea around A.p. 30,
his disciples; believing that he had risen from the dead, sought a clearer under:
standing of his life and teachings. They became convinced that Jesus’ mission,
calling people to repent their sins and receive God’s forgiveness and to conduct
their lives according to a high code of ethics, must be carried on. They pro-
ceeded to spread the “good news” to their fellow Jews and eventually to other
peoples throughout the Roman world. . . ‘ _
The disciples of Jesus were soon joined in this great mission by a man known
to us as Saint Paul, the first great theologian of the new Christiai church. Saint
Paul started life as a pious Jew named Saul. He was born in Tarsus, a Greek city
in Asia Minot. A Roman citizen as well as a Pharisee, Paul studied the Hebxjew
Scriptures in Judea and joined in the early persecution of Jesus’ followers. But,
through a visionary experience, Paul was converted to the belief that Jesus was
‘the Messiah. He traveled widely throughout Syria, Asia Minor, and Greece, con-
verting both Jews and non-Jews. He kept in touch with the new Christian com-
“munities by visits and letters. Several of the latter are included in the New
Testament. He died around A.D. 65. :

THE LETTER OF PAUL TO
THE EPHESIANS
In the}follo'wing' letter addressed to the Christian community in Ebhesus’, a ma-

jor Greek city in western Asia Minor, Paul explains the meaning Qf Jesus as the
Messiah, and tells how that meaning should be reflected in a Christian’s daily
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life. The Letter to the Ephesians has been attributed:to Paul, but now many
- scholars, on the bas1s of linguistic analysis; believe that the author was not Paul -
‘hlmself but a close adherent of Pauline theology.

17 Now this’ I afﬁrm and test1fy in the Lotd, :

that you must no" longe live as the Gent1les
do, in the fut1l1ty of their minds; 18they are
darkened -in ' their understanding, alienated
from the lifé of God because of the 1gnorance

jthat is ‘in them, ‘due‘to their hardness of
heart; 19they have become callous and have.

L g1ven themselves up to licentiousness, greedy
- to’ practlce every kind ‘of uncleanness. 2°You
"did not §0 learn Christ!—2lassuming that you
have heard about him and were taught i in him,

“as the truth is in Jesus. ??Put off yous oldi

" nature which belongs to your former manner’
of life and is corrupt through deceitful lusts,

234nd be renewed in the spirit of your minds,

243nd put on the new nature, created after
- the likeness of God in true rlghteousness and
holmess

25Therefore, puttmg away falsehood let
evéry one speak the truth with his’ neighbor, for
we are members one of another. 26Be angry but

" do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your

anger, 27and give no opportunity to the devil.
28Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let

“him labor, do1ng ‘honest work with his hands,

so that he may be able to give to those in need.
2] et no evil talk come out of your mouths, but
only such as is good for edifying, as fits the oc-

.casion, that it may impart grace to those who

hear. 39And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of
God, in whom you were sealed for the day of

- redemption. 31 et all bitterness and wrath and

anger and clamor and slander be put away from

“you, with all malice, 32and be kind to one an-

other, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as

_God in.Chist forgave you. (Ephesians 4)

THE FIRST LETTER OF PAUL TO
THE CORINTHIANS |

In : a letter to the Chrlstlans of Cormth the great commercial center of Roman
Greece, Paul defmed love and declared it to be the essentlal foundation of a

Christian life.-
31But eamestly desite the higher gifts.
: And I w1ll show you a Stlll ‘more excellent
: 1 3 If I‘speak in the tongues of men and of
: -angels, but have not love, T am a noisy
- gong or-a clanging cymbal. 2And if I have

’prophetlc powers, and undetstand all mysteries -

" ‘and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as
to remove mountains, but have not love; I am
glve away all I'bave, and if I de-

ous or boastful; 3it is not arrogant or rude. Love
does not insist on its own way; it is not irrita- .
ble or resentful; 6it does not rejoice at wrong,
but rejoices in the right. 7Love bears all things,
believes all things, hopes all things, endures all
things.

8 Love nevet ends, as for prophecy, it will
pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as
for knowledge, it will pass away. °For our
knowledge is impetfect and our prophecy is

\imperfect; 19but when the perfect comes, the

imperfect will pass. away 11When I was a ‘
child, I spoke like a child, I thought like 2




child, I reasonied like a-'child; when I'becamea
man, I gave up childish ways.  12For now .we
see in a mirror# dimly, but then face to face.
Now I know in patt; then I shall understand
fully, even ‘as I have been . fully understood.
1380 faith, ‘hope, love abide, these thtes; but

REVIEW QUESTIONS

the. greatest .of thes

| 12-13)

*The mitror of the ancients was made of 2 highly polished
metal; it would not reflect, however, as cleatly as'a miy

" etn one.—Eds,

i

1. How did Saint Pé.ul' expand the meaning of Jesus’ teachings on love?
2. Do you agree with Paul that love is more essential than knowledge?

'

;

3 # Christianity and Society

Although the principal concern of Jesus’ followers was the attainment of salva-

tion, Christians still had to deal w
doing so, they developed attitude
fluence on Western culture,

Athenagoras

- In the process of -

SEXUALITY AND FAMILY LIFE P
Christians, Paul taught, ez&iié'cted each other té) uphold high :;ta;ldafdé of per-:
sonal: chastity,‘avoiding all occasions of sexual impurity by ‘thought or deed. .
Even within marriage, sexual intercourse was linked to- procreation, not pleas- |

- ure. Many even ‘condemned: a
widowers . to " remain chaste,

second marriage,
Abortion” was ‘condemned, as ‘was “divorce.

challenging: widows and

Athenagoras, a contemporary of ‘Emperor Marcus Aurelius, was an Athenjan’
* philosopher- who became a Christian. Writing in the late' second century;
‘Athenagoras described v;?hqt he saw as Christian attitudes toward sex and’

' family inorals..

.- But we are so far from practising promis-
cuous intercourse, that it is not Iavgifyl among
us to indulge even a luls_tful,lddk. “Pot,” saith
He, “he that looketh on a woman to lust after
her, hath com;hitced,adultery'valre_ady‘in his

heart.” [Matthew 5:28} Those, ‘then, vwho{ are :

forbidden to look at anything more than that
for which God formed the eyes, which were in-
tended to be a light to us, and to whom a wan-
ton look is adultery, the. eyes being made for

S
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other purposes;,aﬁd,'who are to be called.to ac-

count for their very thoughts, how can asy one

doubt that such persons practise self-control?
A e R N o I N

For our ‘account lies Dot with_human laws,
which a bad man can evade, .. - but we have a

law which makes the measure of rectitude to
_consist in dealing with our neighbour as our-
selves, On this account; too, according to.age,

we recognise some as sons and daughters, oth-
ers we regard as brothets and sisters, and t6 the




