“thereof attainted, he shal often as he shall-offend. in g€ ‘manner afore-
an hour of the day, or give said. RS <

town for the offence. =~ 43, No- man’shatl have ‘any -pigs going

about in the stge, or have before his:door, or

in the strge® muck /or dung" beyond . two

. 4Ad if any one has, let: whoever will

corrupt; and if any one do this, and beag ot away; atid he ‘who shall have acted con-

tainted, he shall pay 2 fine of twelve pence, adNy gfary to this statute shall be'grievously fined.

What constituted a g1 Ry

What role did copfffnunes play in expanding the scope of personal freedom¥p -
medieval socigfy? : : v e

What was #guild and how did it benefit its members? B
What kind of special privileges did guilds like the one at Southampton seek fromy.. - -
royal rulers? - "

2 'The,ologic.al Basis
for Papal Power

The. authority of the papacy was weakened by lords who dominated -chtirc»hc’}}s,; i .
and monasteries by appointing bishops and abbots and by collecting - the in- _
come from church taxes. These bishops and abbots, appointed for political reas: i i
sons, lacked the spiritual devotion. to maintain high standards of discipline .
among priests and monks, Church reformers were determined to end this sub=:"
ordination of the church to lay authority. o ) s g e
The practice of lay investiture led to a conflict between the papacy.and the. ‘

German monarchy. It began when the German king and future Holy Roman. .
Emperor Henry IV (1056-1108) invested the new archbishop of Mil‘an;:w'ith'; =
his pastoral staff and ring, symbols of the episcopal office. Henry was immedi-.-.
ately challenged and threatened with excommunication by Pope Gregory VI«
(1073-1085), a most ardent champion of reform. Gregory’s action sparked:a; -
struggle between the papacy and the Holy Roman Empire that lasted for half a .
century. Later, after he was actually excommunicated for a second time, Henry
invaded Italy, and Pope Gregory fled from Rome to. the monastery. of Monte
Cassino and died in 1085. Civil war broke out in the imperial territories. be-
tween partisans of the pope and those of the empire, and widespread death and

. destruction ensued. Although a compromise was effected at a synod (council of
bishops) at Worms, Germany, in 1122, the ideological principles raised in the
dispute were never wholly resolved.
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Pope Gregory VII

THE SECOND LETTER TO BISHOP

HERMAN OF METZ AND

DICTATUS PAPAE

Like no other pope before him,
the papacy over secular rulers.
subdue or subject holy Church

THE

Gregory VII had asserted the preeminence of
He declared that princes should “not seek to

to themselves as a handmaiden; but indeed Jet
them fittingly strive to honor her eyes,

namely the priests of the Lord, by ac-

knowledging them as masters and fathers.” His exaltation of the spiritual au-

thority of the church encouraged futur.

e popes to challenge the state whenever

it threatened the supremacy of Christian moral teachings or the church’s free-

dom to carry out its mission.

The first reading is a letter written by Pope Greg-
ory VII to a German bishop, Herman of

Metz, at the height of the lay

investiture struggle. The Ppope outlined the theological basis for the authority
and powers he claimed. The exalted conception of the papacy as the central au-

thority in the Christian church was expressed in its
form in a series of propositions called the Dictatus

most extreme and detailed
papae (Rules of the Pope),

which appear as numbered paragraphs in the second excerpt.

You ask us to fortify you against the madness
of those who babble with accursed tongues
about the authority of the Holy Apostolic See
[the bishopric of Rome} not being able to ex-
communicate King Henry as one who despises
the law of Christ, a destroyer of churches and
of the empire, a promoter and partner of here-
sies, nor to release anyone from his oath of fi-
delity to him; but it has not seemed necessary
to reply to this request, seeing that so many
and such convincing proofs are to be found in
Holy Scripture. . . .

To cite but a few out of the multitude of
proofs: Who does not remember the words of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ: “Thou art
Peter and on this rock I will build my Church,
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against
it. And I will give thee the keys of the king-
dom of heaven and whatsoever thou shalt bind
on earth shall be bound in heaven and whatso-
ever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in
heaven.” Are kings excepted here? Or are they
not of the sheep which the Son of God com-

g

mitted to St. Peter? Who, I ask, thinks him-
self excluded from this universal grant of the
power of binding and loosing to St. Peter un-
less, perchance, that unhappy man who, being
unwilling to bear the yoke of the Lord, sub-
jects himself to the burden of the Devil and
refuses to be numbered in the flock of Christ?
His wretched liberty shall profit him nothing;
for if he shakes off from his proud neck the
power divinely granted to Peter, so much thé
heavier shall it be for him in the day of judg-
ment,

This institution of the divine will, this
foundation of the rule of the Church, this priv-
ilege granted and sealed especially by a heav-
enly dectee to St. Peter, chief of the Apostles,
has been accepted and maintained with great
reverence by the holy fathers, and they have
given to the Holy Roman Church, as well in
general councils as in their other acts and
writings, the name of “universal mother.” They
have not only accepted her expositions of doc-
trine and her instructions in (our) holy relig-




ion, but they-have also recognized her judi-
cial decisions. They have agreed as with.‘one
spirit and one voice that all' major. cases, all
especially important affairs and the judg-
ments of all churches ought to be referred to
her as to their head and mothet, that from het

there shall be no appeal, that her judgments .

may not and cannot be reviewed or reversed by
anyone.

Thus Pope Gelasius [492-496}, wntmg to
the [Byzantine} emperor Anastasius, gave him
these instructions as to the right theory of the

“-principate of the Holy and Apostolic See,
based upon divine authority:

Although it is ficting that all the faithful
should submit themselves to all priests who
perform their sacred functions pioperly,
how much the more should they accept the
judgment of that. prelate who has- been
appointed by the supreme divine ruler to be
superior to all priests and whom the loyalty
of the whole later Church has recognized as
such. Your Wisdom ‘sees plainly that no
human capacity (concilium) whatsoever: can
equal ‘that ‘of ‘him [Saint Peter] whom the

- word of Christ raised above all others and-
whom the reverend -Church - has* always
confessed and still devotedly holds as its
Head. :

Pope Gregory then comments on- the. ori-
gins of. the ‘authority of civil rulers: and
their motives when they seek to govern
the clergy. Gregory argues that church and
state are separate spheres of governing au-
thonty and that the responsibility of clergy-
men is greater than that of CIVI| rulers.

Who does not know that kings and princes
derive their origin from men ignorant of God
who: raised themselves above their fellows by
pride, plunder, treachery, murder—in short,
by every kind of crime—at. the instigation of
the Devil, the prince of this wotld, men blind

" ter to the emperor Mauritius {Maunc,
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with greed: and 1ntolerable in their audacn:y>
If then,\they strive to: bend the priests of God
to their-will; to. whom may they mote properly

C lmpter 8 T}Je 3t ng ozrzd Lzzte M zddle Age;

_be compared : than to him ‘who is:chief over all

the sons of pnde? For he, tempting our High
Priest {Jesus], head of all* priests, son of the
Most High, offering him-all the kingdoms of
this wotld, said: “All thes w1ll I gl‘v e thee if
thou wilt fall down and _worsh' p me”
Does anyone doubt that the priests of Chnst
are to be considered as fathers and masters of
kings and princes and of all beh,evere?_‘Would
it not be regarded as pitiable madness if a.son
should try to rule his father or 4" pupil his
master and to bind with unjust obligations the
one through whom he expects to be. ound or
loosed, not only on ‘earth but-also in heaven?
Evidently recognizing' this-the emperor “Con=
stantine the Great, lord over all kings.and
princes throughout almost the entire’earth;as
St. Gregory {pope; 590-604} relates i1 his let~
( ; Byzan-
tine ruler,” 582—602}, at the holy.:synod .of -
‘Nicaea’? took his place below all:the bishops.
and. did ‘not venture to pass any: lud' ment -

“upon them but, even addressing them:as gods, ,

felt that they ought not to be subject to:his
judgment but that he ought to be bound by
their decisions.

Pope. Gelasius; urging upon- the mperor
Anastasius not to feel himself wronged by:the
truth that was: called to his attention:said:
“There are two powers, O august Emperor,-.by
which the world is governed, the sacred:au-
thority of the priesthood and the power of
kings. Of these the priestly is by so much the
greater as they will have to answer fot kings
themselves in the day of divine judgment;”
and a little further: “Know that you are subject
to their ]udgment not that they are to be sub—
jected to-your will.”

1The council of Nicaea in Asia Minor mentioned hete took
place in 325; it was the first ecumenical council of the
church-—all bishops were invited to participate.
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In reliance upon such declarations and such
authorities, many prelates {popes or other
powerful church officials] have excommunj-

cated kings or emperors.

Drawn up by the papal government during
the pontificate of Gregory VII, the Dictatus
papae represents claims and ambitions that
would inspire many popes and theologians
throughout the Middle Ages.

RULES OF THE POPE .
1. That the Roman church was established
by God alone. . ... S o

2. That thé Roman pontiff [bishop} alone is
rightly called universal,

3. That he alone has the
and reinstate bishops. . .

4. That his legate [emissary}, even if he be
of lower ecclesiastical rank, presides over bish-
ops in council, and has the power to give sen-
tence of deposition against them. ;

5. That the pope has the power to depose
those who are absent (4.¢;, without giving them
a hearing), : : ’

6. That, among other things, we ought not
to femain in the same house with those whom
he has excommunicated. ; :

7. That he alone has the right, according to
the necessity of the occasion, to make new
laws, to create new bishoprics, ‘to. make a
monastety of a chapter of canons,? and vice

versa, and either to divide a rich bishopric or to
unite several poor ones. I

8. That he alone may use the imperial in-
signia. ;

9. ‘That all princes shall kiss the foot of the
pope alone. .

10. That his name alone is to be recited in
the churches.

2A chapter of canons is a’ corporate” ecclesiastical body
composed of priests who administer cathedrals of monas-
tic communities.

power to depose |

11. That the name applied to him belongs
to him alone. :

12. That he has the power to depose em-
perors. .

13. That he has the right to transfer bishops
from one se¢ to another when it becomes nec-
essary. : ~

14. That he has the tight to ordain as a
cleric anyone from any part of the church

whatsoever. -

15. That anyone ordained by him.may rule
(as bishop) over another church, but cannot
serve (as priest) in it, and that such a cleric
may not receive a higher rank from-any other
bishop.

16: That no general synod may be called
without his order. ’

17. That no action of a synod and no book
shall be regarded as canonical [officiall with-
out his authority. _ L

18. That his decree can be annulled by no
one, and that he can annul the dectees of anyone.

19. That he can be judged by no one.

20. Thatno one shall dare to condemn a
person who.has appealed to the apostolic seat.

.21. That the important cases of any church
whatsoever shall be referred to the Roman
church (that is, to the pope)..

22.. That the Roman church has never erreds
and will never err to all eternity, according to
the testimony of the holy scriptures.

23. That the Roman pontiff who has been
canonically ordained is made holy by the mer-
its of St. Peter, according to the testimony of
St. Ennodius, bishop of Pavia, which is ‘con-
firmed by many of the holy fathers, as is shown
by the decrees of the blessed pope Symmachus
[498-513]1. SRRy

24. That by his command or permission
subjects may accuse their rulers.
25. That he can depose and reinstate bish-
ops without the calling of a synod.
-26. ‘That no one can be regarded as catholic -
who does not agree with the Roman church,
27. That he has the power to absolve sub-

jects from ‘their oath of fidelity to wicked
rulers. C
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REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. What was the scriptural basis claimed by Pope Gregory VII for hi au
head of the church?

2. What were Gregory VII's views on thé origin and limits of royal au

3. What powers did Gregory VII claim over secular princes? Ovet the blShO

4. In what sense did Gregory VII revolutionize eatlier views ofi the" ptoper
relationship between church and state? (See Gelasius I, page 195 )

-3 & The First Crusade

In the eleventh century the Sel)uk Turks, recent converts to Islam conquered'

engaged in a long struggle to expel the Muslim Moor's from Spain. )

The First Crusade demonstrated Christian fanaticism as well as. 1deahs
growmg power, as contingents of crusaders robbed and massacred thousands of
Jews in the Rhineland (see page 250). The First Crusade was climaxed by ‘the
storming of Jerusalem in June 1099 and the slaughter of the city’s inhabitants.”" "

N

Robert the Monk
APPEAL OF URBAN II TO THE FRANKS

Pope Urban'’s speech, as reported by Robert the Monk, shows how sklllfully the :
pope appealed to the Frankish lords:




