REVIEW QUEST

1. What was the scriptural basi
head of the church?
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Byzantine Empire. When the Seljuk empire crumbled, Byidﬁﬁn
Alexius I Comnenus (1081-1118), seeing an opporturnty to regarn 1

that such 2 venture might brmg the Byzantine church under papal a horit
‘Nobles viewed Urban’s appeal as a great adventure that held the prom
glory, wealth, and new lands; they were also motivated by rehglous I 1€
covery of Christian holy places and a church- approved way of domg pe_
for their sins, :

The Crusades also demonstrated the growing strength and conflde c
Latin Christendom, which prev1ously had been on the defensive agamstv Islam
and thus represented part of a wider movement of expansion on the part of
Latin Christians. In the eleventh century, Italians had already driven the Mu
lims from Sardinia; Normans had taken Sicily from the Muslims and soutl‘
Italy from Byzantium; and Christian knights, supported by the papac )
engaged in a long struggle to expel the Muslim Moor's from Spain.

The First Crusade demonstrated Christian fanaticism as well as idealisin and

growing power, as contingents of crusadérs robbed and massacred thousands of it
Jews in the Rhineland (see page 250). The First Crusade was chmaxed by the

stormmg of Jerusa.lem in June 1099 and the slaughter of the city’s 1nhab1tants.

Robert the Monk
APPEAL OF URBAN II' TO THE FRAN KS

Pope Urban’s speech as reported by Robert the Monk, shows how sklllfully the -

pope appealed to the Frankish lords.
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“O race of the Franks, O people who live be-
yond the mountains, O people loved and cho-
sen of God, as is clear from your many deeds,
distinguished over all other nations by the sit-
uation of your land, your catholic faith, and
your regard for the holy church, we have a
special message and exHortation for you. For
we wish you to know what a grave matter has
brought us to your country. The sad news has
come from Jerusalem and Constantinople that
the people of Persia, an accursed and foreign
race {the Turks}, enemies of God, ‘a generation
that set not their heart aright, and whose spirit
was not steadfast with God’ (Ps. 78:8), have in-
vaded the lands of those Christians and devas-
tated them with the sword, rapine, and fire.
Some of the Christians they have carried away
as slaves, others they have put to death. The
churches they have either destroyed or turned
into mosques. They desecrate and overthrow
the altars. . . . They have taken from the Greek
empire a tract of land so large that it takes
more than two months to walk through it.
Whose duty is it to avenge this and recover
that land, if not yours? For to you more than to
other nations the Lord has given the military.
spirit, courage, agile bodies, and the bravery to
strike down those who resist you. Let your
minds be stirred to bravery by the deeds of
your forefathers, and by the efficiency and
greatness of . . . {Charlemagne}, and of . . . his
son {Louis the Pious], and of the other kings
who have destroyed [Muslim} kingdoms, and
established Christianity in their lands. You
should be moved especially by the holy grave
of our Lord and Saviour which is now held by
unclean peoples, and by the holy places which
are treated with dishonor and irreverently be-
fouled with their uncleanness,

“O bravest of knights, descendants of un-
conquered ancestots, do not be weaker than
they, but remember their courage. . . . Let no
possessions keep you back, no solicitude for
your property. Your land [France} is shut in on
all sides by the sea and mountains, and is too
thickly populated. There is not much wealth
here, and the soil scatcely yields enough to

support you. On this account you kill and de-
vour each other, and carry on war and mutually
destroy each other. Let your hatred and quar-
rels cease, your civil wars come to an end, and
all your dissensions stop. Set out on the road to
the holy sepulchre [site of Jesus’ burial}, take
the land from that wicked people, and make it
your own, That land which, as the Scripture.
says, is flowing with milk and honey, God gave
to the children of Istael. Jerusalem is the best
of all lands, more fruitful than all others, as it
wete a second Paradise of delights. This land
our Saviour [Jesus] made illustrious by his
birth, beautiful with his life, and sacred with
his suffering; he redeemed it with his death
and glorified it with his tomb. This royal city
is now held captive by her enemies, and made
pagan by those who know not God. She asks
and longs to be liberated and does not cease to
beg you to come to her aid. She asks aid espe-
cially from you because, as I have said, God has
given more of the military spirit to you than to
other nations. Set out on this journey and you
will obtain the remission of your sins and be
sure of the incorruptible glory of the kingdom
of heaven.”
When Pope Urban had said this and much
mote of the same sort, all who were present
were moved to cty out with one accord, “It is
the will of God, it is the will of God.” When
the pope heard this he raised his eyes to heaven
and gave thanks to God, and, commanding si-
lence with a gesture of his hand, he said: “My
dear brethren. ... {Llet these words be your_
battle cry, because God caused you to speak -
them. Whenever you meet the enemy in battle,
you shall all cry out, ‘It is the will of God, it is
the will of God." . .. Whoever therefore shall
determine to make this journey and shall make
a vow to God and shall offer himself as living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God (Rom. 12:1),
shall wear a cross on his brow or on his breast.
And when he returns after having fulfilled his
vow he shall wear the cross on his back. In this
way he will obey the command of the Lotd,
‘Whosoever doth not bear his cross and come
after me is not worthy of me’” (Luke 14:27).
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REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. Modern political propaganda frequently uses popular fears pre]uchce m
idealism, and patriotic fervor to shape public opinion. D1scuss the techniqu
by Pope Utban II to create public support for the Crusade. " ;

2. What types of people did Utban II address and what were hrs motrves?

4 Rezllgloulessent
Like all groups held together by common . ideology, the. medleval
wanigd to. protect its doctrines from novel, d1ss1dent, or erroneous ing pret
tions. T ensure orthodoxy and competency, therefore, all preach 3
censed by the bishop; unhcensed preaching, especially by unsch

~was forbidder®
in the post- Roma xperiod. But in the twelfth century, two h
attracted 31gn1f1cant Qg umbers of supporters among bothgt
and cut across frontiethand social classes. The first
sians, or Poor Men of Lyo CH founded about 1173 by,
rich merchant of Lyons, Frankg, who gave away his,
gan to preach in villages in south eastern France, L
The second major heretical mo¥ gment was fat of the Catharl, more co
monly called the Alb1gens1ans. Thé Alblge oK 1an heresy. apparently enter
. westerns Europe from the Balkans, Whe RSinf lar religious ideas could be 4raced
back to non-Christian sects of the early Ro¥pan Emplre. The Alblgensmns >
not Christians in _any orthodox sense: ghey\ejected. the Old Testament and
claimed the God of Israel to be the EvjJfOne, wiy created the material. world f
which souls were trapped, separatr v them fromXhe Good God, Although the
Albigensians accepted the New Tgdstament with th own emendatrons, they
rejected the Christian doctrlne offfesus as both God an an; they beheved that
Jesus was a disembodied. spirif and that all flesh was e% yl, marriage was ev11_
and the begetting of child was evxl Rejecting the mé lieval church _
- constituted an alternatlve geligion in the midst of Chrlstra X outhern rance
and Italy.

fthe clergy and Jaity:
foup was. the Walden-

ealth‘_to the 1 poo_r_ an

Bernard G
THE ENSIAN TEACHINGS

Nerther a p st nor a theologlan, Waldo had the Bible translated from Latm
into the cg mon language of the people and preached the gospel’ message
without ghe consent of church authorities. Small grotips of Waldo’s converts
soon wgfe found in towns and villages throughout southeastérn France, north-
‘érn ly, and Switzerland. Within less than a decade, the Waldensians had -
arop sed the clergy’s hostlhty and were condemned as heretics by Pope Lucius
IIf at a council in Verona in 1184. Gradually, influenced by other heretical




