- course t

“-administrators hame. » :

“ing fairly. ' : FEN ' ‘ s i their order are: the

i foney to the poor before he is

recipient -knows the iden®Ngy P who! gi Joney to' the poor
but not vice versa; as, e.g., the A N4 - gives less than
used to tie sums of money in litg dJe€ he should, but: does: it-with: :
and throw them behind their backs# lastly, he who gives grudgingl

REVIEW QUESTIONS

barent motives of those who attacie
elsewhere g#1) -
"hagdffrassments and abuses were Jews likely to suffer i
Wifat was the attitude of the papacy towards Jews? . _
#Discuss the role of scholarship, education, and charity in Jewisk

'8 ® The Status of Women |n
Medieval Society L

The precise status of a wbman in medieval society differed immehgeiy ep
ing on the time, the place, and her class. The majority of Wbmeh"m,_a'ﬁage. arn
ilies and households, often taking part in farmwork or other crafts connecte:
with the family livelihood. However, their legal rights, social standing, and
power were inferior to those of adult males in their own families; During t
High Middle Ages, the Christian church increasingly supported a patriarc
structure of authority in church and civil society that left women effectivel
under the domination of males, clerical and lay. Although the ’teachiﬁg, of Ari
totle about women tended to demean their status among intellectuals, several
of the church’s teachings recognized the inherent dignity of a w ian. The
church regarded marriage as a sacrament, considered adultery a sin, an
jected men and women to the same moral standards. Neither sex had any "
cial advantage in attaining salvation.. ' i o

Despite legal, social, and economic handicaps imposed upon,’the;p,by,_malfes;,."
some women successfully assumed positions of power and achievement. A-few .
ruled kingdoms and principalities or headed convents and religious orders.
Others organized guilds; founded nunneries; practiced various crafts; served.
as teachers, physicians, and midwives; and operated small businesses. Some:
showed talent as poets, dramatists; and artists. co e

In the late twelfth century, new kinds of poetry with-a distinctive set of
themes began to be created'at the castles and courts in France, Italy, Spain, and
Germany. The poets were themselves knights or noblewomen who composed
their poems to be sung or read aloud for the entertainment of fellow feudal no-
bles: The subject was always that of the love between man and woman.
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Cercamon |
TROUBADOUR LOVE SONG

The original inspiration for the new troubadour poetry was probably the
Arab poetry of Spain and Sicily, where the theme of courtly love was devel-
oped earlier. What was revolutionary in later European’ poetry was its treat-
ment of the relationship between men and women. The troubadours reversed
the traditional view of men as superior and women inferior and dependent in
their relationships. They introduced what is called “courtly love,” a love rela-
tionship in which the woman i$ the superior and dominant figure, the man in-
ferior and dependent. The male courts the lady, paying homage to her beauty
and virtue. He suffers humiliation and frustration at ber will and expresses the
erotic tensions that consume him. In the following reading, Cercamon, 2
twelfth-century troubadour from Gascony, France, tells of a lover’s failure to
win the attention of his beloved; '

Now that the air is fresher

and the world turned green,
I'shall sing once more

of the one I love and desire,

but we are so far apart

that I cannot go and witness
how my words might please her.

And nothing can console me
but death, for evil tongues
(may God curse them)

have made us part.

And alas, T'so desired her
that now I moan and cry
half mad with gtief.

I'sing of her, yet her beauty

is greater than I can tell,

with her fresh color, lovely eyes,
and ' white skin, untanned

and untainted by rouge.

She is so pure and noble

that no one can speak ill of her.

But above all, one must praise,

it seems to me, her truthfulness,

her manners and her gracious speech,
for she never would betray a friend;

and I was mad to believe
what I heard tell of her
and thus cause her to-be angry.

I never intended to complain;

and even now, if she so desites,

she could bring me happiness

by granting what I seek.

I cannot go on like this much longer,
for since she’s been so far away

TI've scarcely slept or eaten.

Love is sweet to look upon
but bitter upon parting;

one day it makes you weep
and another skip and dance,
for now I know that the more
one enters love’s service,

the more fickle it becomes.

Messenger, go with Godspeed
and bring this to my lady,

for I cannot stay here much longer
and live, or be cured elsewhere,
unless I have her next to me,
naked, to kiss and embrace
within a curtained room.
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Jakob Sprenger and Heinrich Kramer
ANTIFEMALE PREJUDICES

The ambivalence in the male-attitude (particularly of the intellectuals) toward
women arose from several sources. First, medieval and’Re'nai_s:s'énrcév"authorsﬁ,f
who highly esteemed the classical works of the ancient ‘Grjec'oé’Rdrﬁ‘éﬁ'civili‘_z"é-
tion, were influenced by the hostility evident in the writings of that era toward
women who did not accept their position as subordinate and inferior to men.
Second, the Christian view of men and women as equals in the siigh'ftbf God:was'
obscured by certain’scriptural texts, such as Saint Paul’s “Let your women keep
silence in the churches: for it is not permitted unto them to speak” (1 Corinthi<
ans 14:34); and “Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as tnto the
Lord” (Ephesians 5:22). This ambivalent view of women was symboliiéd,b);"thei
Old Testament portrait of Eve as the archetypal temptress, who led: Ada;ﬁ?ito'
sin, and the New Testament picture of the Virgin Mary, whose acceptance of -« -
her role as the mother of Jesus made salvation possible for all people. Third; he
clerical insistence that celibacy was superior to marriage '(bgcause'thefffdi'mér |
avoided the distractions of the flesh and family life and allowed concentration

on spiritual matters) encouraged prejudice against women. In the following =+
passages from The Hammer of Witches (1486), the classic textbook on'sorcery T
and witchcraft, the German clergymen Jakob Sprenger and Heinrich Kranier
give vent to anti-female prejudices that were not uncommon then: e

Now the wickedness of women is spoken of in
Ecclesiasticus xxw [Old Testament book}: There
is no head above the head of a serpent: and
there is no wrath above the wrath of a woman. I
had rather dwell with a lion and a dragon than
to keep house with a wicked woman. And
among much which in that place precedes and
follows about a wicked woman, he concludes:
All wickedness is but little to the wickedness

of a woman. Wherefore {Saint} John Chrysos-

tom [fourth-century bishop} says on the text, It
is not good to matry (5. Matthew xix): What
ele is woman but a foe to friendship, an un-
escapable punishment, a necessary evil, a na-
tural temptation, a desirable calamity, a dames-
tic danger, a delectable detriment, an evil of
pature, painted with fair colours! Therefore ifit
be a sin to divorce her when she ought to be
kept, it is indeed a necessary torture; for either
we commit adultery by divorcing her, or we
must endure daily strife. Cicero [Roman states-
man and philosopher] in his second book of The

Rbetorics says: The many lusts of men: léad them
into one sin, but the onelust of women leads
them into all sins; for the root of all woman’s -
vices is avarice. And Seneca [Roman dramatist}
says in his Tragedies: A woman “either loves or
hates; there is no third grade. And the tears of a
woman are a deception, fpr-'they'-.-fﬂay spring
from true grief, or they may be a snare. When a
woman thinks alone, she thinks'eviliiti:
Others again have propounded othet reasons

“why there are more superstitiotis women found

than men. And the first is; that:they are more
credulous; and since the chief aim of the devil
is to corrupt faith, therefore he rather attacks
them. See Ecclesiasticus xix: He that is quick to
believe is light-minded, and shall be dimin-
ished. The second reason is, that women are
naturally more impressionable, and more ready
to receive the influence of a disembodied
spitit; and that when they use this quality well
they are very good, but when they use it ill
they are very evil.
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The third reason is that they have slippery
tongues, and are unable to conceal from their
fellow-women those things which by. evil afts
they know; and; since they are weak, they find
an easy and sectet manner of vindicating them-
selves by witchcraft. . .. ' -

... [Slince they are feebler both in mind
and body, it is not surptising that they should
come more under the spell of witchcraft,

For as regards .intellect, or the understand-
ing of spiritual things, they seem to be of a.
different nature from men; a fact which is
vouched for by the logic. of the ‘authorities,
backed by various examples from the .Scrip-
tures. Terence {Roman dramat—ist} says: Women
are intellectually like children. And Lactantius
{fourth-centuryfChristian writer] (Institutiones,

III): No woman. understood philosophy except
Temeste. .. . o ‘

"But theé patural reason is that she is more -

carnal than a man, as is clear from her many
carnal abominations. And it should be noted
that there was a defect'in the formation of the
first woman, since she was formed from a bent
rib, that is, a rib of the breast, which is bent as
it were in a contrary direction to a man. And
since through this defect she is an impetfect
animal, she always deceives. For. Cato {Ro-
man statesman} says: When a woman weeps .
she weaves snares. And again: When a woman
weeps, she labours to deceive a man. And this
is- shown by. Samson’s wife [Delilah¥, who
coaxed him to tell her the riddle he had pto-
pounded to the Philistines, and told them the
answer, and so deceived him. And it is clear in
the case of the first woman [Eve} that she had
litcle- faith; for - when the serpent asked why:
they did not eat of every tree in Paradise, she

-answered: Of every tree, etc.—lest perchance

we die. Thereby she showed that she doubted,
and had little faith in the word of God. And all
this is indicated by the etymology of the word;

«for ‘Femina [woman] comes from Fe [to pro-

ducel and Minus [less}, since she.is ever weaker
to hold and preserve the. faith. And this as re-
gards faith is of her very nature; although both -
by grace and nature faith never failed in the

Blessed Virgin [Maryl, even at the time of
Christ’s Passion, when it failed in all men.

Therefore a wicked woman is by her nature
quicker to waver in her faith, and consequently
quicker to abjure the faith, which is the root of
witchcraft, -

And as to her other mental quality, that is,
her natural ‘will; when she hates someone
whom she formerly loved, then she seethes
with anger and impatience .in her whole soul,
just as the tides of the sea are always heaving
and boiling. Many authorities allude to this
cause. Ecclesiasticus xxv: There is no wrath above
the wrath of a woman. And Seneca (Tragedies,

- VIID): No might of the flames or of the swollen
winds, no deadly weapon.is so-much to be
“ feared as the lust and hatred. of a woman who
has been divorced from the marriage bed.
And indeed, just as through. the first defect
in'their intelligence they are more prone to ab-
jure the faith; so through their second defect of

- inordinate affections and passions they search

for, brood over,.and inflict various vengeances,

either by witchcraft, or by some other means.

Wherefore it is no wonder that so great a num-
- ber of witches exist in this sex.

Women-also have weak memories; and it is a
natural vice in them not to be disciplined, but
to follow their own impulses without any sense
of what is due. : . . SR

To conclude. All witcheraft comes from car-
nal lust, which is in women insatiable. See
Proverds xxx [Old Testament book}: There are
three things that are never satisfied, yea, a
fourth thing ... the mouth of the womb.

- Wherefore for the sake of fulfilling their lusts

they consort even with devils. More such rea-
sons-could be brought forward, but to the un-

‘deérstanding it is sufficiently clear that it is no

matter for wonder that there are more women

“than men found infected: with the heresy of

witchcraft. And in consequence of this, it is
better called the heresy of witches than of wiz-"

ards, since the name is taken from the more

powerful party. And blessed be the Highest
Who has so far preserved the male sex from so
great a crime, e SRR
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Christine de Pisan -
THE CI TY OF 'YLADIES

Toward the end of the Middle. Ages, a remarkable woman took ‘upk the task o

of defending women from theu: ‘many male detractors.‘Chnstme de Pisan

(1364-1429?) was born in Venlce but moved with her parents to Paris, wh ;

her father was court phy51c1an and astrologer.-She marrled a court notaty when' ’

she was fifteen, had three children, and was left a w1dow and. penniless ten”
-years later. She decided to use her unusually good educatlon to become a pro- )

fessional writer, an unheard-of occupatmn for a woman at. that time, She: won o

the patronage and frlendshlp of noble ladies at thé French royal court and pro-

duced many poems and books, mcludlng a bxography of King Charles V and :
several polemlcal attacks upon the poets who slandered womankind. The most .
famous of these is The C ity of Ladies, written in 1405. In it Chrlstme de Pisan .-

questioned three allegorical flgures——Reason, Rectltude, and Justlce—about N
the lies and slanders of males concerning the. virtues and achievements of .
women. The book is really a hlstory of famous women and their accomphsh- .

ments in many fields of endeavour. In the following passages, she questio ed.
Lady Reason about the alleged inferiority of women to men; de Pisan, clev rly gy
changed the subject to that of v1rtue proclaumng the equality of the sexes in S

taining it.

“My lady {Lady Reason}, accordmg to what I
understand from you, woman is a- most noble
creature. But even so, Cicero {Roman states-
man] says that a man should never setve any
woman and that he who does so debases- him-
self, for no man should ever serve anyone lower
than him.” Co : .
She replied,- “The man or the woman in
whom resides greater virtue is the higher; nei-
ther the loftiness nor the lowliness of a person
lies in the body according to the sex, but in the
petfection of conduct and virtues. And surely
he is happy who serves the Vitgin [Mary, the
mother of Jesus}, who is above all the angels.”
“My lady, one of the Catos—who was such
a great orator—said, nevertheless, that if this
world were: without. women, we would con-
verse with the gods.”

1Several Roman statesmen bore the name Cato Cato the
Censor (234—149 B.C.) was a vigorous critic of women.
2This clause refers to the Christian belief that God bécame
a human being in the person of Jesus Christ.

She ’replied, “You can now .see the f_ooli_sh'- ‘

cause, thanks to a woman, man : re1gn w1thv
God. And- if anyone would say: that: man: was
banished because of Lady Eve; I tellyou

gained more through {the Virgin}:Ma

he lost through Eve when humanity. wa
joined .to the Godhead,? which would

have taken place if Bve’s m1sdeed {e

through which such an honor has,f :

For as’low as human nature fell through“. his
creature woman, was human nature lifte
higher by this same creature. .And ‘as for-con-
versing with the gods; as this Cato has said, if
there had been no woman, he spoke truer thah
he knew, for he was a pagan, and among those

of this belief, gods wete: thought to reside in

Hell as well as in Heaven, that is, the devils
whom they called the gods of Hell—so that it
is no lie that these gods wouldihave conversed
with men, if Mary had not lived.”
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In this next passage, de Pisan discusses the
slander that women are not as intelligent as
men. :

“. .. But please enlighten me again, whether
it has ever pleased this God, who has bestowed
so many favors on women, to honor the femi-
nine sex with the privilege of the virtue of high
understanding and great learning, and whether
women ever have a clever enough mind for
this. I wish very much to know this because
men maintain that the mind of women can
learn only a little.”

She [Lady Reason} answered, “My daughter,
since I told you before, you know quite
well that the opposite of their opinion is true,
and to show you this even more clearly, I will
give you proof through examples. I tell you
again—and don’t doubt the contrary—if it
were customary to send daughters to school
like sons, and if they were then taught the nat-
ural sciences, they would learn as thoroughly
and understand the subtleties of all the arts
and sciences as well as sons. And by chance
there happen to be such women, for, as I
touched on before, just as women have more
delicate bodies than men, weaker and less able
to perform many tasks, so do they have minds
that are freer and sharper whenever they apply
themselves.” ‘

“My lady, what are you saying? With all due
respect, could you dwell longer on this point,
please. Certainly men would never admit this
answer is true, unless it is explained more
plainly, for they believe that one normally sees
that men know more than women do.”

She answered, “Do you know why women
know less?”

“Not unless you tell me, my lady.”

“Without the slightest doubrt, it is because
they ate not involved in many different things,
but stay at home, where it is enough for them
to run the household, and there is nothing
which so instructs a reasonable creature as
the exercise and experience of many different
things.”

“My lady, since they have minds skilled in
conceptualizing and learning, just like men,
why don’t women learn more?”

She replied, “Because, my daughter, the
public does not require them to get involved in
the affairs which men are commissioned to exe-
cute, just as I told you before. It is enough for
women to perform the usual duties to which
they are ordained. As for judging from experi-
ence, since one sees that women usually know
less than men, that therefore their capacity for
understanding is less, look at men who farm
the flatlands or who live in the mountains. You
will find that in many countries they seem
completely savage because they are so simple-
minded. All the same, there is no doubt that

Nature provided them with the qualities of
body and mind found in the wisest and most
learned men. . . .” :

Next, Christine de Pisan argues in favor of
giving young women the same opportuni-
ties for learning as men.

Following these remarks, I, Christine, spoke,
“My lady, I realize that women have accom-
plished many good things and that even if evil
women have done evil, it seems to me, never-
theless, that the benefits accrued and still ac-
cruing because of good ‘women—oparticularly
the wise and literary ones and those educated
in the natural sciences whom I mentioned
above—outweigh the evil. Therefore, I am
amazed by the opinion of some men who claim
that they do not want their daughters, wives, or
kinswomen to be educated because their mores
would be ruined as a result.”

She responded, “Here you can clearly see
that not all opinions of men are based on rea-
son and that these men are wrong. For it must
not be presumed that mores necessarily grow
worse from knowing the motal sciences, which
teach the virtues, indeed, there is not the
slightest doubt that moral education amends
and ennobles them. How could anyone think
or believe that whoever follows good teaching




octrine is the worse for it? Such an opinion
finot be exptressed or maintained. I do not
ean that it would be good for a man or a
voman to study the art of divination or those
ields of learning which are forbidden—for the
holy Church did not remove them from com-
‘mon use without good reason—but it should
not be believed that women ate the worse for
“knowing what is good. .. . 8
~.:%, .. To speak of more recent times, with-
out searching for examples in ancient history,
Giovanni Andrea, a solemn law professor in
Bologna {Italy} not quite sixty yeats ago, was

curtain-drawn in fron
she could on occasion sup
her father’s occupation:

" A Merchant of Paris

ON LOVE AND MARRIAGE

It is difficult to generalize about so intimate a relationship as _'mag;:iage

too intensely individual, and marital love is seldom captured by words that a
not either trite or highly poetic in character, But in the late fourteenth century.
(c. 1393), a merchant of Paris, a man of mature years and\ex‘peri»e-ncie,‘ !

put in words for his fikfteen-year-old

child bride some practicali,a,dyi:‘ccj"

what é. good wife should be and should do for her loving husband.‘Tt_}g y un ;
lady was of higher social status than her husband, and he cleatly expecte
she would tnarry again after his death. His instructions were for her eyes.only;

but the manuscript survived in at least three copies/Discovered and publishe

in French-in 1846, it offers a rare look at the marital values and expectations of
a wealthy, pious, and practical businessman living in one of the largest “an:df :
most cosmopolitan cities of late medieval Europe. IRV

WHEN TWO GOOD AND HONEST
PEOPLE ARE MARRIED

I believe that when two good and honest peo-
ple are married, all other affections, except
their love for each other, are withdrawn, an-
nulled, and forgotten. It seems to me that
when they are together they look at each other
mote than they look at others, they come to-
gether and embrace each other, and they would
rather talk and communicate with each other
than with anyone else. When they ate sepa-
rated, they think of each other and say in their
hearts: “This is what I will do, this is what I

will say, this is what T will ask him when I's
him again.” All their special pleasures, greatest
desires, and perfect joys are in pleasing.and

_obeying each other. But if they don’t love one.

another, they have no more than a: routine
sense of duty and respect for each othet, which
is not enough between many couples..

BE VERY LOVING AND INTIMATE
WITH YOUR HUSBAND * -

You ought to be very IOVih_g' and intimate with
your husband, more than with all other living
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creatures; moderately loving and intimate with
your good and nearest kinsfolk and your hus-
band’s kinsfolk; very distant with- all other
men; and entirely aloof from conceited and
idle'young men who have more expenses than
income, and who, without property or: good
lineage, go dancing; and also distant from
courtiets of very great lords, ‘Moreover, have
nothing ‘to-do with men and women who are
said .to lead corrupt, amorous, “of- dissolute
lives. : SR

Concerning what I have said about being
very loving: to your- husband, it is certainly

true that every man ought to love and cherish '

his wife, and every woman should ‘love ‘and
cherish her husband: for he is her beginning. I
can prove this, for it is found in the second

chapter of the first book of the Bible, .called-

Genesis. ., . . : :
Do not think that someone else wil] hide for
you that which you yourself have not beenable
to conceal: ‘Be ‘sectetive and’ discreét ‘with
everyone except your hushband. For you should
conceal nothing from him, but
thing, and he should also tell you everything.
-+ You two, man and woman, ought to be as
one, and at all times and in all places the one
should ‘act on the other’s advice. This js how
good and wise people act and ought to act. . .

HOW GOOD WIVES ACT TOWARD
THEIR HUSBANDS, AND GOOD
HUSBANDS TOWARD THEIR
WIVES, WHEN THEY GO ASTRAY

Husbands ought to hide and conceal the follies
of their wives and lovingly protect them from
future mistakes, as did an honorable ‘man’ of
Venice. - ' g
. In that city there was 2 married cotiple with

three children. As the wife lay on her deathbed,
she confessed, among other things, that one of
the children was not her husband’s. The confes-
sor at length told her that he would seek advice
about how to counsel her and return. This con-
fessor went to the doctot who was looking after

her and asked the nature of her illness. The ,

tell him every-

doctor said that she would not be able to re-
cover from it. Then the confesso: went to her
and told her that he didn’t see how God would
give-her salvation unless she begged her hus-
band for forgiveness for the wrong she: had
doné him. She summoned her husband; had
everyone removed from the room except “her
mother and het confessor, who placed her; and
held her, on her knees on the bed: and before
her “husband, with.* folded hands, " humbly
begged pardon for having sinned in the law of
his 'martiage and having had one of her chil-
dren with another man; She would have ‘said
more, but her husband cried out: “Stop! Stop!
Stop! Don’t say anything else.” Then he kissed
her and pardoned her, saying: “Say no mote.
Don't tell me or anyone else which of your chil-
dren it is; for I want to love each as much as the
other—so equally that you will not be blamed
during your lifetime o after your death. For
 through your blame, I will be dishonored, and
because of it, your children, and others through
them—that is, our relations—will recéive vile
and everlasting reproach. Therefore, don’t say
anything. I don’t want to-know any mote. So
that no one can ever say that I do wrong by the
other two; whichever it is, I will give him in.
my lifetime what would come to him under
‘our laws of succession.” S ’
So, dear sister, you see that the wise man
bent his- heart to save his wife’s reputation,
which would affect his children. This shows
you what wise'men and women ought to do for
each other to save their honor.

CHERISH YOUR HUSBAND'S
PERSON CAREFULLY

Dear sister, if you have another husband after
‘me, be aware that you must take very good care
of his person. For generally when a woman has
lost her first husband and matriage, it is hard
for het, depending on her social status, to find
a second who is to her liking, and she remains
forsaken and helpless for a long time, and even
more so when she loses the second. Therefore,
cherish your husband’s person carefully,




“1 entreat you to keep his linen clean, for this

is up to you. Because the care of outside affairs
-is men’s work, a husband must look after these
things, and go and come, run here and there in
rain, wind, snow, and hail—sometimes wet,

“~sometimes dty, sometimes sweating, other
- times shivering, badly fed, badly housed, badly
shod, badly bedded—and nothing harms him
because he is cheered by the anticipation of the
care his wife will take of him on his return—of
the pleasures, joys, and comforts she will pro-
vide, or have provided for him in her presence:
to have his shoes off before a good fite, to have
his feet washed, to have clean shoes and hose, to
be well fed, provided with good drink, well
served, well honored, well bedded in white
sheets and white nightcaps, well covered with
good furs, and comforted with other joys and

amusements, intimacies, affections, and secrets

about which I am silent. And on the next day
fresh linen and garments. . .

Indeed, dear sistet, these favors cause a man
to love and desire the return home and the

REVIEW QUESTIONS

sight of his gObd'ﬁife;
others. And sol adv1se bu'

that drive a good man ‘rom
with a bad roof a‘smoklng chlmney, and a.

order to preserve your husband s love ar

will, be loving, -amiable, and’ sweet with

him. . .. By my soul' 1 beheve do"ng;’good is
n nd better

pleases him. R
Therefore, dear sistet;

have, preserve h1rn from a badly covered house'
rrelsorne

between your breasts, and there bew ch h1rn

1. What aspects of the “éouttly love” tradition can be identified in the troubadour’S’ :

love song?

2. Bvaluate the arguments Jakob Sprenger and Heinrich Kramer used to show that
women were naturally deceptive and sinful. What sources did they cite as:

authorities on the subject?

3. Evaluate the arguments used by Christine de Pisan in Her defense of women.
4. Which of the merchant’s instructions to his wife do you consider most valuable in

a good marriage?

@ contributed to the development of liberty in
duganized themselves into revolutionary associ-:
285) to demand freedom from the domina-

¥qn personal liberties, the end of feudal

dg system of mun1c1pal self-govem-

%. Another development crucial to the tiag
tance of lords to kings who attempted to intertexe w1th the 1ords customary




