
Mastering the CCOT

-The UAIS Way-

Master the Continuity & Change Over Time Essay in FOUR easy steps!

1)  Read the Question and FIND THE KEY.  The KEY is what the question is asking.  While this sounds like common sense, the number one reason students score low on any WHAP Essay is that they answer their own question rather than the one the College Board supplied.  FIND THE KEY, RESPOND TO THE KEY.  Everything ties to the KEY.  The KEY is everything.

2)  Construct a Layson Matrix with ALL Qualifiers along the top-these are what the question provide...these are IN THE KEY.  You must come up with the topics, which will be placed on the left side of the Matrix.  

· If the question asks for CHANGES over time, provide AT LEAST TWO changes and ONE continuity.  
· If the question asks for CONTINUITIES over time, provide AT LEAST TWO continuities and ONE change.  
· If it asks for both, give TWO of each.
3)  Do a quick brainstorm of EVIDENCE-shoot for TWO concrete pieces of information that support each of your topics.  Five total pieces of evidence is good.  7, 8, 9...even better.

4)  Write your essay.  Your thesis MUST ANSWER THE QUESTION.  You do this by briefly restating the question, preferably in your own words, but be careful to not deviate from the KEY and then PROVIDE A BRIEF MENTION of your EACH of your topics.  Your thesis need not be only one sentence but it must be in the first paragraph.

· Body Paragraph 1: Restate topic one, and provide your supporting evidence, be sure to make an obvious reference to the KEY.  Remember, wherever you can, supply not only what has changed or stayed the same, but WHY it has.
· Body Paragraph 2: Restate topic two, and provide your supporting evidence, be sure to make an obvious reference to the KEY. Remember, wherever you can, supply not only what has changed or stayed the same, but WHY it has.
· Body Paragraph 3: Restate Topic three, and provide your supporting evidence, be sure to make an obvious reference to the KEY.  Remember, wherever you can, supply not only what has changed or stayed the same, but WHY it has.
· Body Paragraph 4, 5, 6....repeat as necessary.
· Conclusion-If time is on your side, add a conclusion.  You can come back to this at the end if you have time remaining.  Your conclusion shoud RESTATE the question and all of your topics.  This gives you another opportunity to earn a thesis point if you miss it in the opening paragraph.
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Past Examples...these were real AP Questions.

(2009) 2. Analyze continuities and changes in patterns of interactions along the Silk Road from 200 BCE to 1450 CE.
(2008) 2. Analyze the changes and continuities in commerce in the Indian Ocean region from 650 CE to 1750 CE.

(2007) 2.  Analyze major changes and continuities in the formation of national identies in ONE of the regions listed below from 1914 to the present.  Be sure to include specific countries in the region selected. 
Middle East Southeast Asia Sub-Saharan Africa

(2006) 2.  Analyze the cultural and political changes and continuities in ONE of the following civilizations during the last centuries of the classical era.

Chinese, 100 CE-600 CE

Roman, 100 CE to 600 CE

Indian, 300 CE to 600 CE.

Your teacher will instruct you on which of the above questions to handle.  You are to find the key, construct a Matrix for that question, brainstorm evidence for each of your topics and write your thesis below.

THE KEY:

Layson Matrix & Evidence Brainstorm:

Thesis:

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Now, you’ll do an ordered share of your Thesis and Evidence.
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Mastering the CC

-The UAIS Way-

Master the Compare and Contrast Essay in FOUR easy steps!

1)  Read the Question and FIND THE KEY.  The KEY is what the question is asking.  While this sounds like common sense, the number one reason students score low on any WHAP Essay is that they answer their own question rather than the one the College Board supplied.  FIND THE KEY, RESPOND TO THE KEY.  Everything ties to the KEY.  The KEY is everything.

2)  Construct a Layson Matrix with ALL Qualifiers along the top-these are what the question provide...these are IN THE KEY.  You must come up with the topics, which will be placed on the left side of the Matrix.  

· If the question asks you to COMPARE, provide AT LEAST TWO similarities and ONE difference.  
· If the question asks for you to CONTRAST, provide AT LEAST TWO differences and one similarity.
· If it asks for both, give TWO of each.
3)  Do a quick brainstorm of EVIDENCE-shoot for TWO concrete pieces of information that support each of your topics.  Five total pieces of evidence is good.  7, 8, 9...even better.

4)  Write your essay.  Your thesis MUST ANSWER THE QUESTION.  You do this by briefly restating the question, preferably in your own words, but be careful to not deviate from the KEY and then PROVIDE A BRIEF MENTION of your EACH of your topics.  Your thesis need not be only one sentence but it must be in the first paragraph.

· Body Paragraph 1: Restate topic one, and provide your supporting evidence, be sure to make an obvious reference to the KEY. Remember, wherever you can, supply not only what but WHY.
· Body Paragraph 2: Restate topic two, and provide your supporting evidence, be sure to make an obvious reference to the KEY. Remember, wherever you can, supply not only what but WHY..
· Body Paragraph 3: Restate Topic three, and provide your supporting evidence, be sure to make an obvious reference to the KEY. Remember, wherever you can, supply not only what but WHY.
· Body Paragraph 4, 5, 6....repeat as necessary.
· Conclusion-If time is on your side, add a conclusion.  You can come back to this at the end if you have time remaining.  Your conclusion shoud RESTATE the question and all of your topics.  This gives you another opportunity to earn a thesis point if you miss it in the opening paragraph.
Past Examples...these were real AP Questions.

(2011) 3. Analyze similarities and differences in the rise of TWO of the following empires. 

A West African Sudanic empire (Mali OR Ghana OR Songhay)

The Aztec Empire

The Mongol Empire

(2010) 3. Analyze similarities and differences in the methods of political control in TWO of the following empires in the Classical period.
Han China (206 B.C.E.–220 C.E.) 

Mauryan/Gupta India (320 B.C.E.–550 C.E.) 

Imperial Rome (31 B.C.E.–476 C.E.)

(2007) 3. Within the period from 1450 to 1800, compare the processes (e.g., political, social, economic) of empire building in the Spanish Empire with the empire-building processes in ONE of the following.
The Ottoman Empire OR
The Russian Empire
Your teacher will instruct you on which of the above questions to handle.  You are to find the key, construct a Matrix for that question, brainstorm evidence for each of your topics and write your thesis below.

THE KEY:

Layson Matrix & Evidence Brainstorm:

Thesis:

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Now, you’ll do an ordered share of your Thesis and Evidence.
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> Has a clear, analytical, and
comprehensive thesis.

» Analyzes allissues of the question
(as relevant: global context, chronology,

causation, change, continuity, effects,
content.

» Provides ample historical evidence to
substantiate thesis.

> Provides inks with relevant ideas, events,
trends in an innovative way.
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demonstrated depending on the question
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