AP World Thesis Survival Kit

COMPARE AND CONTRAST
A good basic compare and contrast thesis should read something like the following:

 1)    While [ this culture or topic] is somewhat similar to [that culture or topic ] in terms of [ these particular political, social, and economic events and themes ] ,  the two cultures are somewhat different in terms of  [ these particular political, social, and economic events and themes ]
NOTE: If you are very familiar with the two topics being compared, you should use more opinionated qualifying words that show your knowledge. 

For example, instead of writing  >>> “While [ this culture or topic] is somewhat similar….”    You should write >>>  “While [ this culture or topic] is very similar….” 

Specific example: While the Ottomans and Safavids were very similar in their use of kidnapped slave armies, and their being founded by ethnic Turks,  they were very different in their Muslim traditions. (Safavids being Siites and Ottomans being Sunni) 

CHANGE OVER TIME
A good basic change over time thesis should read something like the following:

2) While [these aspects of the topic]  generally changed over [ the time period in question], [these aspects of the topic] generally remained the same [ the time period in question].

NOTE: If you are very familiar with the time period, topics, themes, and events being considered you should use more opinionated qualifying words that show your knowledge. 

For example, instead of writing >>> While [these aspects of the topic]  generally changed over
 [ the time period in question]… You should write >>>   While [these aspects of the topic] changed greatly over [the time period in question]…

Specific Example: While the forms of dynastic succession and government bureaucracy changed very little throughout the Tang/Song Dynasties, the status of women and the prominence and influence of the Buddhist monastic system changed much more so.   

DBQs (DOCUMENT BASED QUESTIONS)

Note: A DBQ theses can vary greatly depending on the question!

          However, like the other two types of theses, DBQ theses must 1)  specifically respond to the question !   2)  DBQs must also find patterns in the documents and 3) DBQs should incorporate your good background, contextual, knowledge of the time period and topic in question!

IMPORTANT!!!  1)    All theses should address every part of the question systematically.

2) All theses should include only what you can support and not go too far  

       beyond the question.

BEST WAY TO LEARN? 1) KNOW THE FACTS AND THEMES

                                            2) PRACTICE PRACTICE PRACTICE WRITING

