In the j’nﬁdfﬁinéfeeﬁ'th centuty, Italy was a tangle of,fbreighééohtréﬂéd small ki\rigdoms.‘ .Au:s_trla icioné, .
trolled Venetia, Lombardy, and Tuscany in the north. ‘France controlled Rome and the Papal Statesin -

the mid-section. And Spain controlled the Kingcl_'o'r'rléo’f'jfwofsli'cilliéé (which included Sicily and the
“foot” of Italy including Naples) in the south, Only the divided kingdom of Sardinia (part of which '
was an island in the _Mgditerrahegn) wasrc_ontrolled by ltalians, - PR RES
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1 le, he bullt a hﬁge navy, pursued colomal érhbmon in Africa and
e Asia, and oversaw therise of Germany 1to one of the most powerful natlons in the world By 1914
e Germany felt capable of takmg on: any other power ,
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%D OTHER Pounm DEVElOPMENTS

Russia: Life W|th Czars - R DT A
Inthe nineteenth century, Russ1a consohdated power over 1ts Vast terrrtory by g1v1ng absolute power
to'its Romanov. czars. The vast majority of the:citizens were: serfs with no rights, living an almost -
slavelike existence; Alexander.] and Nicholas I frequently ; used the secret-police to quash. rebellions
or hints of reform, despite the fact that an increasing number, of Russians demanded change. = ..+
- By the 1860's,long after-the Enlightenment had had aneffect on most. developments in the West i
Alexander II'began some: reforms..He issued the Emancipation Ediet, which. essent1ally abol1shed e
serfdom; It did little good. The serfs were: grven very:small plots of land for which they had:to give
huge payments.to the: government o keep, s0 it was difficult for them to.improve their Jot. Somie-
peasants headed to the cities to work in Russia’s burgeonmg mdustnes, but there, too,‘the reforms
that softened some of the harsher. workmg ‘conditions in the West hadn’t made their way eastward.
: Whether in the fields of in the factories, the’ Russmn peasants contintied to- hve a mea ex1stence, '
espec1ally when compared to many of their western European counterparts: o
Still, during the second half of the nineteenth centiiry, a small but visible rmddle class started 0 ,
grow, and the atts began to flotrish: In a span of justafew decades, Russian artists produced some of '
the gieatest: works of all time: Tolstoy wrote Antid Karening-and War avid Peace; Dostoyevsky authored -
The Brothers Karamazov, ‘and Tehaikovsky composed Swan Laké and The Nutcracket. Meanwhile; an
intellectital class well-acquairited With political and econiomic thought in the rest of Europe b to
assert itself agamst the monarchy In 1881 Alexander II was assassmated by a pol1t1cal group known
as The People’s WilL: : : o
Alexander 1 1reacted ﬁercely by attemptmg to suppress anythi
sian. Througha olic Known as Russification, all Russians, mcludmg people mthe far ung a’\ les
of the Empite that did not share a cultural history with’ most of | d to: edtn. the -
Ruissiah, languagy and ‘convert to Russian Orthodoxy. Anyone. ho d ] '
espec1ally Jews: MeanWhlle, teirible conditions in the factories co ¢
was’ inéreased and greater demands wele put tpon’ the workers;-'
v By the time Nlcholas 18 relgned (1894—1917),_ revolu tion‘wa
ich ”tr1ed to~rally ussia 15 4 t

ng the workmg c 5968
Peter Stolypm,

& _
a body mtended"to represent the Ruissi: 'peo ,
1mmed1ately disbanded it. In the‘end the attempts at reform- were too‘ 1ttle,
lynasty would soon ¢ ome ‘to an‘end
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" The Ottoman Empire began its decline in the sixteenth century and never was able to gain a,
- wmd Throughout the seventeenth and elghteenth centuries, the Ottomans contmually fought the Rus-
16 : - id: surroundmg areas Most of the t1me, the Russ1ans

The “ﬂomun Emplre Are They StlII Cullmg It an Emplre‘?

}}pt and Arabia- launched successful
0 féar d'-that 1f the Ottoman Emplre

omg 1f only to prevent_ :
; of course, Brltam and

ut it didn't make tefntorlal clalms In
ma{nd,-‘repayment of loans, Pre51dent

ispu
__the»-pe* e. Whlle Latm Amerlcan natlons ‘have
t of. thei neighbor, the Monroe
_ ho sometlmes saw

tate ivel: , Vpamsh ﬂeets in Cuba and m the Phlhppmes, and
thereby gamed control of Guam, P ), and the Phﬂlppmes Cuba was given its independence, in -
exchange for concessions to the United States, mcludmg allowirig the creation of two U.S. naval bases
on the 1sland The Umted States, henceforth Was cons1dered to be among the world powers
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Although Mot we tern countrles opene umver51ty , ‘
ntries with 10ng histories of secludmg womer: remamed shockmgly low:
- tieth century Hdwever, ‘male literacy in these regions was also low nd despite

’ _schools, 1t was not in the mterest of the 1mper1a1 powers to hav well-educ' '
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i and,tools that could be used to mérease eignculturél producﬁbn
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