pendence. Even those who sought
ightenm
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France. More than Happy Oblrge
By: 1776, as the war:moved to the middle- colomes and fmally to the South the Amerlcans endured
defeat after defeat: But in' 177/ the French committed ‘ships,- soldiers, weapons, and 1 money: to the
cause; France and. ‘ gland ‘of course; had ;been blckermg for centur1es, and: so’the French leapt at
the opportunity to punish England. In 1781, French and American troops and shlps corneted the core
‘of the: British army, whichiwas under the. command of General George Cornwallis: Frndmg himself
outnumbered he surrendered and the war Was over W1th1n a decade, the Const1tut1on and. B111 of




e t the stron pe ss1b111ty o bemg hu "out of the new 'conshtuhon by the other twoes-
175 hey declared themselves the N atlonal

low through o b'.the ma]or reforms they
archy swept through

224 W CRACKING THE AP WORLD: HISTORY EXAM
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Domestically, Napoleon initiated many reforms in agriculture, infrastructure, and public educa-
tion. He also normalized relations with the church and restored a degree of tolerance and stability.
Maost importantly, his Napoleonic Codes (1804) recognized the equality of French citizens (meanmg
men) and institutionalized some of the Enlightenment ideas that had served as the original inspira-
tion for many of the revolutionaries. At the same time, the code was also extremely paternalistic,
based in part on ancient Roman law. The rights of women and children were severely limited under
the code. Still, the code was a huge step forward in the recognition of some basic rights and in the -
establishment of rules of law. The code has since been significantly modified to reflect more modern
sensibilities, but it is still in effect today, and has served as the model for many other national codes;
especially in Europe.

But Napoleon’s biggest impact was external not internal. In a stunnmg effort to spread France’s
glory throughout Europe and the Americas, Napoleon not only fended off foreign aggressors, but also
made France an aggressor itself. Napoleon’s troops conquered Austria, Prussia, Spain, Portugal, and
the kingdoms within Italy. He dissolved the Holy Roman Empire, which was on its last legs anyway,
and reorganized it into a confederacy of German states. In 1804, he crowned himself emperor of this -
huge new empire, fancying himself the new Charlemagne. By 1810, the empire was at its peak, but.
it didn’t stay there for long. France lacked the resources to control a far-flung empire, and conflicts
with a powerful Britain cost it dearly. Nationalistic uprisings, such as unrest in Italy and fierce guerilla
warfare in Spain and Portugal, undermined Napoleon's power.

In 1812, Napoleon s greed got the better of him. He attacked the vast lands of Russia, but was
baited into going all the way to Moscow, which the Russians then set aflame, preventing Napoleon
from adequately housing his troops there. As winter set in and with no place to'go, the troops had to
trudge back to France, and were attacked all along the way. Short on supplies, the retreat turned into -
a disaster. The army was decimated and the once great emperor was forced into exile. L

The leaders of the countries that had overthrown Napoleon met in Vienna to decide how to restore
order (and their own power) in Europe. The principal members of the coalition against Napoleon were
Prince von Metternich of Austria, Alexander I of Russia, and the Duke of Wellington of Britain. At
first, disagreements among them prevented much progress. Hearing this, Napoleon returned from
exile and attempted to regain power. His enemies, of course, rallied. At Waterloo in 1813, the allies
united against their common threat. Defeating Napoleon decisively, they sent him to permanent exile
on the island of St. Helena, where he later died. The allies eventually came to an agreement, in a meet-
ing known as the Congress of Vienna, over what to do with France ond its inflated territories. '

The Congress of Vienna: Pencils and Erasers at Work
.In 1815, the Congress decreed that a balance of power should be mamtamed among the existing pow-
ers of Europe in order to avoid the rise of another Napoleon. France was dealt with faily: Its borders
were cut back to their pre-Napoleonic dimensions, but it was not punished militarily or economically.
And although it rearranged some of the European boundaries and created new kingdoms in Poland
and the Netherlands, the Congress also reaffirmed absolute rule, reseating the monarchs of France,
Spain, Holland, and the many Italian states. While remarkably fair-minded, the Congress of Vienna
ignored many of the ideals put forth by French revolutionaries and the rights established under
France’s short-lived republic. In other words, it essentially tried to erase the whole French Revolution
‘and Napoleon from the European consciousness and restore the royal order.
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' ‘back f]iushed p: oducts In other words, most Latin American economies didn’t diversify, nor did they
broaden opportunities to a larger class of people, so innovation and creativity rarely took root.

- loyahst s.But similar o what later happened in Braz1l the land owmng class turned agamst him When
he: made clear hlS mtent1ons to red1str1bute land to the: poor In 1815 he was executed

: "'11 19ar’c1c1pated in European mercantlhsm, often to theit own detrl-
,-cash crops; exported almost exclus1vely to Burope, and then bought

_There are notable exceptions. Chile diversified its economy fairly successfully, and Brazil and -
.Argentlna instituted social reform and broadened their economies to include a growing middle class.
But ultimately, the hugely successful independence movements in Latin America didn’t result in

e nonceable changes for a ma]onty of the populat1on for more than a century.
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